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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Reported by Mary Bell 


PICTURE BOOKS 


Krauss, Ruth Harper 
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY $1.50 
David was bored. He'd been "everywhere" - to the beach, to the corner - but 


| not to a birthday party. He comes home to an apparently deserted house. Then he opens 

| the dining room door- and there it is- a surprise party for David. Tiny drawings by 
Maurice Sendak against a backwash of ochre depicts the world of the small fry with 
crisp charm. Guaranteed a hit for the 3 to 5 year olds. (3/20. LC: 57-5353) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Ungerer, Tomi Harper 
THE MELLOPS GO FLYING $2.50 


* It is hard not to get excited about this for it reminds one of the best of 
the Babar books with something else thrown in to make it distinctive and original. It 
is tcld in the present tense, all based on the merest of happenstances and relates how 
a family of pigs-father, four sons and pet dog, build their own airplane, have a near 
fatal adventure and get back home safely again. Mr. Ungerer's delightfully posed pink 

) and blue drawings for the story show an astute scientific correctness that adds to the 
amusement. He is a young European whose first juvenile we hope forecasts a long and 
happy connection with the field. (3/6. LC: 56-1227) 


Zion, Gene Harper 
DEAR GARBAGE MAN $2.00 


Stan, the newest employee at the Sanitation Department, has a common fault: 
he can't bear to see things thrown away. Instead of chucking all the broken bikes and 
old bedsteads into the truck to be chewed up, he saves them hoping different owners 
will be able to find some use for the junk. But when this method backfires Stan real- 
izes that even chewed up garbage is put to good use. Illustrated with funny colored 
pictures by Margaret Bloy Graham, this takes a humorous peek at one of the cities’ | 
services and humanizes the men who run it. (3/6. LC: 57-5355) | 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Craigie, Dorothy Abelard-=Schuman 
THE SAUCY COCKLE Cloth; $2.25 


Known as the illustrator of Graham Greene's children's books (The Little 
Steam Roller, The Little Horse Bus, etc.), Dorothy Craigie now comes along with one of 
her own. Her plot, with its underlying note of the old and reliable prevailing over 
the fancy and newfangled, is similar to the Greene stories. Captain Schooner and his 
small excursion boat are threatened with extermination by the town council who want a 
new pier and ship. But a heroic rescue changes opinions. Nothing special, but an 
adventurous outing and a good laugh at the bigwigs at whom Miss Craigie pokes fun in 
her colored pictures. (2/1) 


® Schlein, Miriam Abelard-Schuman 
AMAZING MR. PELGREW Cloth; $2.50 


A skillfully wrought guessing game is played by small Stephen and his friend 
Mr. Pelgrew who moves in next door in the country. As their acquaintance grows enough 





65 (J-21) 





66 (J-22) Books to Read Aloud- continued February 1, 1957 


for Mr. Pelgrew to begin telling Stephen what he does in the city each day, Stephen still 
can't make out what his job is- crow-scaring, truck-moving, duck-helping, or what?- until 
a personal visit reveals that Mr. Pelgrew is a policeman (oh!). Beguiling and sensitive @ 
to the finer values of friendship. Illustrated with enticingly colored cartoon pictures 
by Harvey Weiss. (3/1. LC:56-8046) 
Wilson, Karl Abelard Schuman 
THE PLAIN AND FANCY MOTHER GOOSE $3.50 


In a pleasant and disarming way, the author has let his imagination run beyond 
the words in eight of the Mother Goose rhymes to create a series of well knit sketches 
that kept us smiling most of the time and in stitches some of the time too. The chosen 
verses are ones like little Boy Blue, Tom, Tom the Piper's Son, Simple Simon, Rub-a-Dub 
Dub and Hark, Hark, the Dogs do Bark; and all the stories built around them are set ina 
single town and all contain the same central characters. Simon, Tom, Jack and Jill are 
chums and in their adventures they contend with Corporal O'Reilly and Sergeant MacGregor, 
the King's Men, Mrs. McGillicuddie and sundry neighbors. Doings include Little Boy Blue's 
incarceration in the Tower and trial for falling asleep on the job, a bagpipe contest 
which Tom's father wins, Simon's attempts to earn enough money to buy his mother a neck- 
lace at the fair and a fine joke played on the butcher, the baker and the candlestick 
maker. The moments of dry wit in the stories enlarge on the natural mai" of the verses 
and extend the pleasure of them here. Illustrated by Florence Popp. a7afsT) 


Guy, Anne Abingdon | 
A BABY FOR BETSY Cloth; $1.25 | 


A story for youngsters with adopted younger brothers or sisters or whose parents 
want to brief them on adoption, centers around Betsy and her wish for a baby sister. From 
Tommy, who has one, she finds out that his is adopted and so rushes home to her parents 
with the idea. They have already thought of it and the pleasurable waiting periods ends @ 
with a surprise- they adopt twins. Standardized pictures by Priscilla Pointer emphasize 
cuteness and tender care. (3/18) 


Nicolas Doubleday 
CORAL ISLAND Cloth; $2.75 


A South Pacific island idyll has its recognizable humor in the adventures that 
happen to Terii, who wants to be big enough to go pearl shell diving with his Uncle Teopu. 
First he rescues Teopu's hat for him. Allowed next to sit in the canoe and watch for sharks, 
Terii dozes but springs to life in the nick of time to frighten one away. All this in a set- 
ting studded with blue sea, palms, thatched huts and happy Polynesians (whom Nicolas knows 
from a 12 year residence in Tahiti) makes for tropical fun and fancy with splashy spreads 
in the Mordvinoff manner. J.L.G. (3/7. LC:56-8231) 


Chase, Francine Grosset & Dunlap 
A VISIT TO THE HOSPITAL $1.50 


Prepared under the supervision of two doctors, this short narrative with pictures 
of Stevie and his tonsilectomy is designed to be read aloud to children about to undergo 
the same experience. It is all very reassuring- graphic enough to make a child feel that 
nothing is being kept from him and full of the more pleasant aspects of the operation such 
as eating icecream after it's over and the prospect of not having so many colds. The draw- 
ings by James Bama show ideally dressed and proportioned individuals-' the friendly doctor, 
the smiling nurse, a brave Stevie, etc. (3/21) 


Sendak, Maurice Harper 
VERY FAR AWAY $2.50 


* The old and time honored feeling of exclusion children get when their parents are eS 
busy doing something else is given humorous form in Mr. Sendak's second book written and 
illustrated by himself. While his mother is washing the baby, Martin runs away hoping 
someone Will answer all his questions. How he meets a cat, a horse and a sparrow and how 
they all end up having an argument royal about the location of "very far away" makes an 
aptly symbolic comment on the futility of escapism and sends Martin resolutely back home. 
Laughable on the whole and at times ticklingly funny. (3/6. LC:57-5356) ' 
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Otto, Margaret G. Holt 
GREAT AUNT VICTORIA'S HOUSE $2.50 































See Margaret Otto's other stories (Pumpkin, Ginger and Spice, etc.) for a re- 
petition of style and theme here. At Great Aunt Victoria's house, where things are | 
different, there is a lot of magic- cherries are sweeter, the cat sings and so forth. i 
But when young Edward and Georgiana arrive for a visit, the serious current problem is | 
that Pig, one of the animals, does not feel the magic. In her portrayal of schemes to 
work a change on Pig, the author creates a special fantasy world in minute detail. But 
the reactions of its characters are so typed and their actions so inconsequential that 
they remain a constant chore for this reader. To a fresh young audience however, they 
may have the appeal of a sugar coated world of pleasant surprises and happy outcomes. 
Illustrated by Adrienne Adams. (4/?. LC: 56-10032) 


Brock, Emma L. Knopf 
COME ON- ALONG, FISH: Cloth; $2.25 
Library Edition; $2.75 


A trip to sea with four Cornish fishermen provides a lively illustration of 
methods and an adventurous and lucky rescue in a storm. Returning home with half their 
precious nets believed lost, Johnny, Dic, Willy and Jan are happily surprised to find 
that some fellow fishermen had been able to salvage them....This is a far reach from 
the Aristie books, with their farm background, and goes back to some of her early work 
in general feel and flavor. But here and now we want to register a complaint. Even 
Emma Brock seems to be falling into the pit that tempts many contemporary writers- the 
temptation to shortcut effect by using phrases and clauses rather than full sentences. 
Is the intent to stress a modern note; to be entertaining; to sound poetic, elliptical? 
We vote for the fusty old rules of subject and predicate as the basis of good writing- 
and feel that it is particularly important in juvenile books. (2/20. LC: 575254) 


Mason, Miriam E. Macmillan 
FREDDY Cloth; $2.00 


The adventures of Freddy, a remarkable rabbit whose color changes every so 
often, bring first misfortune and then good luck to the Pirtle family who decide to 
move to the country to make a home for their pet. Freddy is so disruptive that a 
flinty neighbor, Mr. Hinchilwood, insists he be done away with. But with the vigour 
of a real Bugs Bunny, it is Freddy who discovers Mr. Hinchilwood's lost hoarded wealth 
and saves the day all around. Enjoyable, especially for those who have liked Miriam 
Mason's other animal fantasies. Animated drawings by Vee Guthrie. (3/26. LC: 57-6717) 


Unnerstad, Edith Macmillan 
LITTLE 0 Cloth; $2.50 


* Little 0, the youngest in the large Larson family (see Pysen and The Saucepan 
Journey ) is in illuminating spotlight here. With each chapter about her a complete 
episode and each funnier than the last, we go through some pretty recognizable doings 
of the earliest age. There is bathing time when Little 0 usually manages to get the 
whole bathroom as wet as herself. When she learns the art of braiding, everything 
gets twisted up including the fringed ends of the rugs. And when her older brother 
Pysen refuses to be her "baby", she disguises the family cat as a substitute. Conse- 
quences are often uproariously funny because the author has so very accurately char- 
acterized the antics and emotions of five year olds and their relations with elders. 
Drawings by Louis Slobodkin are entirely suitable. (3/5. LC: 57-7269) 


Alain MeGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
Trade ed.; $2.50 
THE MAGIC STONES Library; $3.00 


* Understanding the arch becomes a fascinating and delightful proposition under 
the guidance of Alain, who knows how to tell a story and to draw funny, exact pictures 
for it. From the legend of Monsieur Down, one of the French demons who for centuries 
brought any efforts at church building to no avail, comes the tale of a single young 
man who one day studying a particularly ruinous job of Monsieur Down's, discovered the 














68 (J-24) Books to Read Aloud- continued February 1, 1957 | 


idea of the Roman arch when he noticed how two big stones were firmly stuck together in a 

hole. There follows both a technically and historically careful account of their more 

complicated construction, and how the wish for more light and for 6 loftier church led @ 4 
eventually to the slim and pointed gothic arch. Monsieur Down makes his appearance at 

the end too, but only as an inactive gargoyle at the top of Notre Dame in Paris. A highly 

successful rendition of a complex subject on a simplified level. (2/18. LC :57-7171 ) 


Denneborg, H. M. McKay 
GRISELLA THE DONKEY $2.75 


A story that is not quite so humorous nor clever as it pretends to be is set mostly 
on the island of Corsica where Tino, a small vagabond, inherits the precious donkey of | 
old Petronella, just before Petronella dies. Fate, however, seems to be hard at work 
against Tino's continued ownership of Grisella. First Petronella's greedy relatives try 
to get the donkey for their own. Then an American with a spoiled and whining daughter 
tries to buy Grisella for his child. So Grisella, who has by now revealed to Tino her 
ability to speak, figures out a way where they can have the sale money and still be 
together. Her plan leads them far afield and if the episodes are inconsequentially linked 
and not too witty, they at least make pleasant reading. Breezy drawings by Horst Lemke. 


(2/2. LC:57-5811) 


Wallower, Lucille McKay 
THE HIPPITY HOPPER Cloth; $2.50 | 


The author-illustrator of Old Satan and other Pennsylvania folktales has retold 
the familiar legend of the war between the Shawnee and Lenni-Lenape Indians that explains 
why they left the Susquehanna region. Once friends, the two tribes began their war when 
a childish squabble over possession of.a grasshopper got out of hand and grew to such 
proportions that the frightened warriors fled the country in opposite directions. With 
drawings and a text that both show something of Indian ways, this provides regional lore 
and an object lesson as well. (2/7. LC:57-5809) ©} 


EASY READING 


Thayer, Jane Morrow 
CHARLEY AND THE NEW CAR Cloth; $2.25 


* Quite successfully, this characterizes the old family car as if it were a real 
person with feelings. And by way of these we also get a peek at the motoring attitudes 
of its large family of owners- as Charley gets battered up, is sold, mourned over and 
finally recovered for picnics and excursions because the new car proves too much of a 
worry. Wash drawings by Jay Hyde Barnum have plenty of bustle and recognizable comedy. 
Good stitching. (3/20. LC:57-5033) 


Barr, Jene Whitman 
| BEN'S BUSY SERVICE STATION Cloth; $1.25 


A prosaic explanation of what goes on at a typical service station outlines the 
round of car care as smiling Ben and his assistant Gus fill gas tanks, check radiators and 
oil or do a complete servicing job with the car up on a stand. There is a little something 
too, about oil refining, where the gas is stored and how trucks deliver it to stations. 
Static colored pictures by Chauncey Maltman illustrate the process. (Publ.) 


REPRINTS, NEW EDITIONS AND INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Kipling, Rudyard Grosset & Dunlap 
FAVORITE JUST SO STORIES $1.95 
A new edition of seven of the tales includes the following: The Sing-Song of 
Old Man Kangaroo, The Beginning of the Armadillos, How the Elephant Got His Trunk, How @- 


the Leopard Got His Spots, How the Camel Got His Hump, How the Whale Got His Tiny Throat 
and How the Rhinoceros Got His Wrinkly Skin. Photographically detailed colored spreads by 
H. B. Vestal, on practically every page will be the selling pull for a picture minded audi- 
ence who do not want the complete collection. The selections here have not been abridged. 


(3/21) 
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Vision Books Farrar, Straus 


3/G eae $1.95 


Beebe, Catherine- THE BIBLE STORY- Subtitled, The Promised Lord and His 
Coming, this illustrated Catholic juvenile in the Vision Books series aims to tell the 
essentials of the Bible story as found in both the Old and the New Testaments. The 
stress is upon the continuity existing between the two testaments, as- prior to the 
narrating the events of the New Testament, the author selects characters and events 
from the Old Testament which, in chronological order, fore-shadow, predict and histor- 
ically lead to those of the New Testament. The language used in the case of stories 
from the Old Testament is modernized for the benefit of young readers. The manner of 
presentation is simple, direct and inspiring. The author hopes to elicit enough to 
move her readers to go directly to the Scriptures themselves. Imprimatur. (LC 357-5289 ) 


Hume, Ruth Fox- OUR LADY CAME TO FATIMA- A volume in the Vision Books series, 
this Catholic juvenile relates the story of the reported apparitions of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to three shepherd children of Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. It portrays the 
characters of each of the children, gives a vivid account of the difficulties they en- 
countered when they first reported their visions and carefully describes each of the 
visions and the final miracle that took place. This is one of the clearest and one 
of the most unsentimental, objective, popular accounts of the story of Fatima that the 
present reviewer has read. The author has obviously relied upon excellent sources for 
her material. Written for youngsters, adults will also find it rewarding reading. The 
style is simple and direct. The story is told in a convincing manner, yet it is made 
Clear that the apparitions of Fatima are not on a level with articles of faith. This 
is a book for Catholic homes and for Catholic schools and libraries servicing young- 
sters from ten to sixteen years of age. Imprimatur. (LC: 57-5195) 


American Background Books Kenedy 
2/2? ea. $2.50 


Adams, Dorothy- CAVALRY HERO- This illustrated volume, one of the Catholic 
juvenile series entitled, American Background Books, tells the fascinating story of the 
colorful and freedom-loving eighteenth century Polish count, Casimir Pulaski, who, ex- 
iled, after fighting against the Russians for the freedom of Poland, eventually joined 
the American forces and exercised a major influence on the course of military events 
in the American Revolutionary War. At the age of thirty-two, after a brilliant career 
asa guerrillafighter in his native country and a great cavalry general in aid of the 
American army, he died of wounds received in the Battle of Savannah. His short life 
seems to have been consumed almost exclusively by political idealism and military valor. 
His story is told in this volume in a style that is vivid and swift. Careful atten- 
tion is given to details of character, locale and battle strategy. A great deal of 
information and understanding about both Polish and American history can be obtained 
from reading the book. Its hero's life is bound to evoke excited interest and admira- 
tion in youthful readers. Because the religious element is handled objectively, these 
two stories should be found suitable for all youngsters from ten to fifteen years of 
age, of any or no religious denomination. (LC: 57-6542) 


Hopkins, J. Go Ee- COLONIAL GOVERNOR- This illustrated volume, one of the 
Catholic juvenile series entitled, American Background Books, contains the story of 
Thomas Dongan, the Catholic colonial governor of the province of New York in the 
seventeenth century under James II of England. In keeping with the aim of the series 
as a whole, which treats of Catholics who have made important contributions to Ameri- 
can history, this volume stresses human interest and adventure and will undoubtedly 
tend to foster pride in the American and Catholic heritage. Extremely weli written, 
the present book is also apparently based on thorough, objective historical scholar- 
ship. Pre-revolutionary locales, characters and events are vividly recreated. Par- 
ticular interest is aroused by descriptions of the old city of New York and its in- 
habitants as prefiguring the New York of today. A great deal of historical information 
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and understanding can be gained from the book as it sketches the interesting character of 
its hero against the background of English, French, Dutch and Indian encounters in the @ i 
colonial province of New York. Sympathy and admiration are evoked in connection with the 


character and fortunes of the governor. (LC:57-5758) 


Todd, Mary F. Kenedy 
SONG OF THE DOVE $2.95 


This illustrated Catholic juvenile tells the story of Catherine Laboure and 
the miraculous medal devotion which she instigated. It contains a charming description 
of St. Catherine Laboure's uneventful life as the daughter of a French peasant in the 
19th century and of her life in the convent of the Daughters of Charity, which was equal- 
ly uneventful except for her visions and her hidden role as inaugurator of the devotion 
of the miraculous medal. The author enlivens her story with fictionalized dramatic 
dialogue, faithful to the essential facts of St. Catherine Laboure's life and character. 
The reader is struck by the extraordinary humility of the heroine of this story, who, 
responsible for one of the most potent and popular devotions of the Catholic Church, kept 
her visions and her role with regard to the devotion a secret from all except her confes- 
sor and religious superior for her entire life. The story of the apparitions and of the 
results of the spread of the miraculous medal devotion is told in a convincing and 
inspiring manner. (3/28. LC:57-5761) 


Lavelle, Elise : McGraw-Hill 
THE MAN WHO WAS CHOSEN $2.75(prob. ) 
This book, in photographic illustrations, tells the story of the present Pope, _ : 


Pius XII, for readers ten years of age and older. Written by a newspaper woman who had 
access to direct sources, it portrays the interesting and edifying life, character and 
personality of Pope Pius XII against the turbulent and colorful events of modern history, 
in which in one way or another he has played a major and often a very dramatic role. The 
author points out that it is not her aim to deal with ecclesiastical and doctrinal matters, 
but rather to concern herself with an outstanding figure in world affairs today, to tell 
"the story of a boy who grew up to follow unswervingly the noblest dictates of his heart 
and to implement with quiet courage--steadfast in the face of hatred and violence -- his 
spiritual convictions". The narrative is enlivened by quotations and imaginative dialogue 
true to the facts. Besides evoking admiratior for the strong and noble personality of 

the Pope, the book provides the reader with interesting information about the Vatican 

and certain world events that have occurred over roughly the past fifty years. The career 
of the Pope himself, from his school days, on through the course of his several religious 
and diplomatic posts and missions, to his eventual election to the papacy is accurately 
and interestingly detailed. (3/7) 


Komroff, Manuel & Odette Winston 
BIBLE DICTIONARY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS $2.95 


Probably this would be invaluable for a Sunday School library - but one ques- 
tions whether its use elsewhere would be extensive. The 800 entries provide a good re- 
ference tool on proper names,- characters and places specifically - and the definitions 
are clear and concise, and frequently include some further item or name which leads to 
cross referencing. A very competent job, for special markets. Illus. (LC:56-5094) @ 
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Aiken, Joan Avelard-Schuman 
MORE THAN YOU BARGAINED FOR $2.50 


* An outstanding group of short stories by an English writer sails into the 
world of fantasy and there displays the workings of a mind with rich and well schooled 
imaginative capacities. Several of the stories are peopled with the members of a par- 
ticular family and typical of these is the ludicrous episode in which their mother 
finds herself when she and her ladies' club are taken on an excursion by the sailors 
for whom they have been knitting scarves. The rest, some almost as serious as the 
others were funny, are like fables yet each has an ingrained reality, polished to 
mirror life in its more acute and ironic moments. A studious doctor marries a gay 
girl and suffers from the magic pronouncement that she will disappear at the first 
impatient word he speaks to her. Because of her thoughtfulness a young child brings 
luck to her poor, hardworking mother though sickness and near tragedy must first 
intervene. Reading the first story is an enticing experience and one that demands 
reading the rest. Illustrated by Pat Marriott. (3/22.) 


Bloch, Marie Halun Coward-McCann 
MARYA OF CLARK AVENUE $2.75 


A Ukrainian family in Cleveland and the mixture of New and Old Country cus- 
toms they encounter provide a varying background for the experiences of Marya, aged 
nine. One of her biggest problems is at school, with a new teacher. When Miss Fenton 
comes to the 4th grade, she insists on Americanizing Marya's name to 'Mary' and raises 
questioning eyebrows at odd Ukrainian customs like having Easter a week later and so 
forth. Marya, too shy to speak up about it, thinks Miss Fenton's prejudices, stemming 
from ignorance, are outright disapproval until her mother takes a hand and explains 
how people can be mistaken about things. Miss Fenton is invited to a Christmas party 
at which she is enchanted by the Ukrainian festivities and at which Marya realizes 
how her own shyness had contributed to the misunderstanding. Sincere and with the 
appeal of family warmth. (3/2. LC: 57-6961) 


Clewes, Dorothy Coward-McCann 
MYSTERY ON RAINBOW ISLAND $2.75 


* Dorothy Clewes' mysteries (The Mystery of the Scarlet Daffodil, ete.) are 
always full of action and well plotted detail and this, with the Hadley children 
starting everything from London again, is no, exception. Because he thought it of 
interest, a doctor friend of theirs shows Peter an old package, mailed during the 
war from one of the Channel Islands to a man who is now dead. The package contains 
a shell and a letter explaining where another of its kind can be found. Why the re- 
ceiver should have especially wanted one, or just what it is all about, Peter, Eileen 
and Bobby are at a loss to explain. That is until a friend of the family invites them 
to Sark for a vacation and the unravelling begins. An exciting story, unobtrusively 
educational and adult in its perceptions of character. Illustrated with casual draw- 
ings by Marianne Moll. (3/2. LC: 57-9947) 


Smith, C. Fox Criterion 
THE VALIANT SAILOR $3.00 


Adventure on the high seas comes to young Tony Donnithorne in fine English 
sea story tradition as he puzzles out a mystery embroiling his father. Though the 
Donnithornes have been living on the moors under a false name, two evil looking 
strangers discover their whereabouts and one night Tony Donnithorne disappears with 
them. The chase is on. Threatened with the guardianship of a stern uncle, Tony runs 
off to sea and in a sequence of adventures- duty on a privateer, capture by the French, 
imprisonment, a meeting with his father and final escape- the still festering wounds 
to the Donnithorne honor are reopened, cured and finally healed forever. Not as cut and 
dried as most juveniles, this examines the guilt of a man whose desire for family secur- 
ity had led him astray and,with its flowing style and dark moods of suspense, recalls 
something of Stevenson. Illustrated with very effective pen drawings by Neville Dear. 
(2/15. LC: 57-5202) 
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Vinton, Iris Dodd, Mead 
LONGBOW ISLAND $3.00 
By the author of several stories built around incidents in American history, _ : 


this present day adventure has its mystery as well as its historical content and is a 
clever representation of the way a boy might have written it himself. Presumably, plot 
and characters are all true too, for the introduction is a letter to the editor from "Vin", 
a junior leader of the Peter Stuyvesant Boys' Club in New York explaining how Flip 
Gonzales, one of the members, had asked him to write down their adventure using his diary 
as @ guide. And the excitement begins in June when their benefactor, Mr. Munson, invites 
them all aboard his restored whaling ship, the Manatee, for a summer cruise down to Long- 
bow Island off the Texas coast where the boys will continue their interest in Indian lore 
and perhaps find some more revealing relics. Just as the trip is proving everything it 
was meant to be, a stowaway, also a Stuyvesant boy but not a club member, is found. He 
is Orris Pike who tells Flip how he got aboard: he followed his step-brother, Whitey, a 
crook and up to no good. How Whitey also gets to isolated Longbow and is caught in the 
act of milking Mr. Munson for ransom money makes for some extraordinary derring-do. 
Written in the vernacular and with plenty of side notes on archeology, sailing and ranch 
life, this has a refreshing appeal. (4/8. LC 356-9291 ) 


Cobb, Alice Friendship Press 
Cloth; $2.50 
THE SWIMMING POOL Paper; $1.25 


A story of social action and interaction in a mixed community carries the con- 
viction of things as they are seen, heard and felt by Preston, a Negro boy and a Protestant, 
Benjy, his Jewish friend, and Angelo, a new boy whose Italian-Catholic parents are against 
his having anything to do with folk of another religion. The spark that gets them off is 
Benjy's and Preston's wish for a pool in which they can swim together, for Negroes have a 
separate hour at the big town pool. To make it come true they form a club with the help 
of Preston's pastor, Mr. Huntington, but hit snags when Benjy's father objects to the © 
Italians and when Angelo's father objects to meetings in the church. Yet when a very real 
need for aid arises, as it so often does in life, the boys act to break down prejudice 
barriers and bring their town together for a future that envisions not only the pool but 
a cleaner, happier community. Good. (3/26) 


McDonnell, Lois Eddy Friendship Press 
Cloth; $2.50 
HANA'S NEW HOME Paper; $1.25 


This story of a Japanese family's adjustment to city life after breaking with 
a generations-long tradition of farming, carries little conviction in a carefully dressed 
narrative which is more concerned with their becoming Christians than with actual human 
attitudes. Hana is eight; her three brothers and sisters younger. They have a standard 
set of problems- resentment at leaving the farm, making new friends, going to school, etc. 
But they are all recounted with unreal politeness so that when they are given aid by the 
church after ea near tragic fire in their home, the climax seems forced. (3/19) 


West, Jerry Garden City 
THE HAPPY HOLLISTERS AT LIZARD COVE $1.00 


A mysterious present of a crate of pineapples from Puerto Rico provides the 
stepping stone to another adventure for the venturesome Hollister children. The fruit 
turns out to be a gift from a school friend of their mother's who had married a Puerto | 
Rican doctor. On @ subsequent visit to Puerto Rico the kids find not only an old Spanish 
crown but help trap the crooks who are after it. If this kind of thing is meant as a 
vehicle for information about other people, we are wondering how much wears off on @ 
children who are in search of blood and thunder rather than the finer points of Spanish 
hospitality, housing, food, etc.? Drawings by Helen S. Hamilton. (2/21) 
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We Were There Books Grosset & Dunlap 
2/22 eae $1.95 


Appel, Benjamin- AT THE BATTLE FOR BATAAN- Again this suffers from the over- 
all pattern imposed on this project. Again the inclusion of children at the time of 
stress seems artificial, their adventures forced. The intent here is to follow the 
struggle to hold Bataan and the three subsequent years of guerrilla warfare, flight 
and terror, as it mignt have been experienced by Diana and Eddie Beldin, 12 and 1 when 
the story begins. Their mother was on a visit to the States; their engineer father is 
interned by the Japanese at San Fernando. Eddie twice tries to join the fight on the 
peninsula, while Diana does what she can at hospital bases. In the years following 
the fall of Bataan, the youngsters have become a skilled nurse and fighter team in the 
guerrilla outposts. While there are moments of high drama, somewhat contrived situa- 
tions leave an unnatural sentiment regarding the grim realities of war. Pictures by 
Irv Doktor use a clever brush and spatter technique for dramatic effect. (LC:57-5203) 


Kjelgaard, Jim- AT THE OKLAHOMA LAND RUN- Kjelgaard could have handled this 
story of tne border rush to obtain free land better on his own, without the imposition 
of a set pattern. The story of the famous run is seen through the eyes of Cindy Simp- 
son whose father and Peter Brent are partners in staking their claims on the appointed 
day. An alert 12-year old, Cindy dashes after her father when she finds he has left 
his rifle behind. Her older brother Alec follows with a supply wagon. Left behind 
are Mrs. Simpson, Cindy's twin sister, Mindy, and the Brents. When the run has been 
made and the claim must be registered, Alec and Cindy are left to guard the site. 2 
superstitious half-breed tries to jump the claim, and Cindy- with the help of Mindy 
who has joined her- scare him off with a twin magic act. Drawings by Chris A. Kenyon, 
Jr. (LC: 57-5035) 


Vinton, Iris- WITH JEAN LAFITTE AT NEW ORLEANS- The best of this Lot, perhaps 
because the natural color of the situa akon has necessitated a minimum of heroics, fol- 
lows the adventures of Barnaby Winn, ship's boy on an expedition down the Mississippi 
to capture Lafitte and raid Barataria. The venture proves unsuccessful, but petine, 
for Barnaby finds himself pushed overboard and taken by the "pirates". He meets the 
' Picots, wealthy plantation owners and partisans, stays with them as a prisoner guest 
and begins to learn of the split in popular opinion about Lafitte. And as he learns 
about Lafitte himself, Barnaby soon becomes as partisan as the Picots and is shunted 
through, on this wave of new feeling, to victory against the British which Lafitte 
helped to achieve. A lot about Lafitte and his ways buttress the story line. Pictures 
by Robert Glaubke. (LC: 57-503) 


Franklin, George Cory Hastings House 
PEDRO, THE ROAD RUNNER $2.50 


* The wide following of the Franklin animal stories should in no way be di- 
minished by this engaging story of a chaparral cock whose friendship with a family of 
humans brings out the many remarkable and humorous traits for which its kind is known. 
Tom Mahan, whose father is mining in the Mojave desert, races the cock home one day 
and loses to him even with the help of a motorcycle. From then on the bird adopts 
Tom. Their frequent sorties together, though fictionalized, are plainly based on 
actual incidents and antics. Pedro's fantastically quick wit, his tendency to watch 
out for other animals he can help and his skill in sizing up danger and in fighting 
it physically are all very convincingly told. Drawings by William Moyers show the 
desert scene in well proportioned. detail. (3/18. LC: 57-7453) 


Wells, Robert Knopf 
ADVENTURE TO HOME $2.50 


A venture for a Pennsylvania Dutch boy in the 1820's awaits Dirk Heller who 
is not altogether satisfied with a strict home where his father will not let him have 
his own horse and where he, as eldest son, will not inherit the farm. So he goes with 
Uncle Justus, off to settle in Ohio. But the guide they choose proves a crooked man. 
His attempts to get their money or leave them stranded have their climax in a near dis- 
aster in which Dirk saves the lead horse from drowning and the guide is undone. Uncle 
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Justus with new friends now, is able to go on alone and gives Dirk the rescued horse with 
which to return for a happier life at home. Pleasant telling with the spatterings of 


Plain People vernacular to make the narrative swing along. Pictures by Mary Stevens. @ 
(3/18. LC:57-5262) | 
Weales, Gerald Little, Brown- AMP 
MISS GRIMSBEE IS A WITCH $2.75 


Gerald Weales is known to an adult audience through his stories and critical 
pieces in many adult publications. With this, he makes his mark as a juvenile author 
to watch. His wit and ingenuity still lack the spontaneous unforced quality that the 
best of fantasy offers, but this - his first book length story for children- comes close 
to it in a delightful tale of a small town witch and its witch hunt. Miss Grimsbee is 
indignant when she hears from her faithful admirer, Jimmy, that people don't believe she 
is a witch, so she turns Jimmy's teacher into an alligator bag, which is bought by the 
mayor's wife. When the package is unwrapped at home, the bag becomes a teacher again. 
Repercussions stir things up to the extent that there is a senate investigation, and 
this in turn becomes a funny commentary on much ado about nothing. Lita Scheel, who 
creates a pictorial effect with line alone, has done the drawings for the book. Fun: 


(3/11. LC:57-5521) 
Dines, Glenn Macmillan 
THE MYSTERIOUS MACHINE $2.75 


This is something akin to the humorous science fiction of Ellen MacGregor and 

her kind but the end result is both forced and watered down in comparison. We didn't laugh | 

as hard and weren't nearly so convinced by the breathless manner in which scientific Jerry 

and his athletic pal Vic set about to help old, absent minded Mr. Lankersham build his mys- 

terious machine. During the project the boys find out that Mr. Lankersham is a famous in- 

ventor and they help catch two crooks who are after him. But when the machine is unveiled 
as a giant manufacturer of laughter (it throws out confetti, blows bubbles, etc.) the ending @ : 
‘falls flat for want of more clever dialogue and more astute observations about people, ma- 
chines and humor. The author's cartoons are good, funnier than the book. ( «. LC:57-7499 ) 


Meigs, Cornelia 4) TMecmillen 
WILD GEESE FLYING $2.75 


* In another fine contemporary story for this age group, Cornelia Meigs proves 
herself a writer deeply concerned with moral values and capable of building an excellent 
narrative around them. The central character is 12 year old Dick Milton who has come with 
his mother and young brothers and sisters to Jefferson, a small New England town, while 
Mr. Milton is in South America. Dick's grandfather, Roger Devons, had been a much beloved 
and respected man in the community. But a feeling of antipathy among the neighbors, is 
evident from the start. At a loss to explain it, Dick talks to a new friend, Jerry Stewart, 
who has just returned to Jefferson from navy duty and who promises to help. The mystery 
is ordinary, involving Jerry and the dead Roger Devons in unexpected ways. But the solving 


also reveals the gaps temper of a town, its families and a boy growing up. Drawings by 
Charles Geer. (3/ F LC:57-5972 ) 
( 
Wilson, Holly Messner 


SNOWBOUND IN HIDDEN VALLEY $2.95 


* Holly Wilson has already written two good stories about girls, Deborah Todd 
and Caroline the Unconquered. Here is the third, marked by a lively but well schooled 
narrative style and the observations of character which lift it from the ordinary and make 
it an excellent model for children who are beginning to get their own opinions about life. 
The scene is Henry's Bend, a small town in Michigan, and the theme, social prejudice that 
threatens to blame the wrong person for a crime, is ordinary enough. But its handling, 
through the friendship between Jo Shannon and Onata, a Chippewa Indian girl, is stimulating 
because it is natural and full of the frank and exciting observations youngsters have about 
each other and their families at that age. Illustrated by Dorothy Bayley Morse. (4/? LC- 


57-6587 ) 








@ 
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Bowers, Gwendolyn Morrow 
THE WISHING BOOK DOLL Cloth; $2.25 


A slight story set in French Canada near Quebec takes place on Nicole's 
eighth birthday and tells how, though her family are too poor to give her one, she 
gets a doll anyway. Trusting to luck, Nicole sets out for a day of strawberry picking 
and visiting neighbors and on the way manages to see the six white horses and three 
red-haired ladies necessary to make her wish come true. As one of the red-haired 
ladies turns out to be a tourist whose daughter would rather be a cowboy than play 
with dolls, the doll she has is left behind and Nicole, having helped the tourists 
find a lunching spot, becomes the doll's happy new owner. This is a nice idea but 
its prosaic rendition and the too sweet pictures by Corinne Dillon make an ordinary 
pook. (3/20. LC: 57-5426) 


Kyle, Elizabeth Nelson 
THE SEVEN SAPPHIRES $2. 15 


| Another British mystery by Elizabeth Kyle has a sprinkling of Scottish burrs 
as it follows young Walter and Chatty MacFayden down to a Christmas in London with the 
American Middletons. Bob and Marcia are older than the others and take over some of 
the mystery solving but it's really Walter who starts it all by his chance friendship 
with Winkle, a poor, mistreated boy. Winkle's jeweller father had died after a fire 
destroyed his shop, and his fortune, represented by seven sapphires, has been lost. 
The hunt involves a pleasantly complicated chase, after an errant chauffeur and after 
Winkle's cruel guardians who have their own plans if the jewels are found. But with 
the help of Mrs. Middleton's charming lawyer and some other interesting people, the 
sapphires are recovered and Winkle's future is secured. Orthodox, but the wrapping 
a and Christmas give this dash and excitement. Drawings by’ Kathleen Voute. 
12. 
Bailey, Carolyn Sherwin Viking 
THE LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE $2.50 


* In direct thematic connection with The Enchanted Village (1950), this also 
carries through on school-community activities in a small New Hampshire town, though 
the people are different and the emphasis is on the present rather than the past. The 
two room school to which Kate now goes and to which Joe comes from the city, had been 
attended by both their grandparents. But Joe's is the problem of adjustment; he is 
too big, he has trouble with math and he's tempted by the bully Nate, the only other 
boy who's unhappy at school. As she writes, the author has a way of putting things 
poetically, giving the everyday things- fairs, changing seasons, recess time, celebra- 
tions- the exciting newness they always have for children, and mixing these with practi- 
cal problem solving too. Pictures are by Dorothy Bayley Morse. (4/2) 


Bishop, Claire Huchet Viking 
TOTO'S TRIUMPH $2.50 


* Paris during the extremes of the post war housing shortage backgrounds this 
story of a family, Papa, Mama, Nicholas and twin babies, and their humorous to self- 
sacrificing attempts to find and keep a roof over their heads. To their tent one 
evening outside Ivry gate, Papa brings wonderful news. There are two rooms with a 
friendly Mme. Champollion- provided they keep the twins a secret. Their attempts to 
do so last until a visit from the landlord reveals the presence of the babies. A 
daring plan to keep the place sends Nicolas out on the streets to "get lost” so that 
his parents will not be able to move while they, and the police, are hunting for him. 
Time is an important element and with the help of Farivol, a man even more homeless 
than Nicholas himself, new rewards not only in housing but human understanding are 
gained. Thoroughly enjoyable. Pictures by Claude Ponsot. (4/7) 


Smith, Dodie Viking 
“THE HUNDRED AND ONE DALMATIANS $2.75 


* The Dearlys, a nice London couple, start out with only two, Pongo and Missis, 
but by the end of the story the other 99 have been discovered and rescued in a thril- 
ling adventure in which Pongo, Missis and their “pets”, the Dearlys, pley important 
roles. It all starts when Mrs. Dearly encounters an old school friend, Grmella de Vil, 
who looks and acts like her name sounds and is dying to make fur coats out of dalmatian 
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skins. Hence Pongo's and Missis' new brood of 17 puppies is in immediate danger of being 

stolen. And stolen they are- whisked off to Hell Hall, Cruella's old family estate. 

Pongo, Missis, a new friend Perdita and the Dearlys give chase, find that even more dal- 

matians have been hoarded there and in a grand fracas Cruella and her evil schemes are d ( 
vanquished. A fantasy of delightful horrors bids for a large section of the junior Charles | 
Addams market and ends up bright with Hell Hall becoming a lovely home for the Dearleys 

and their dalmatians. Strikingly playful and gruesome drawings are by Janet and Anne 

Graham-Johnstone. (3/7) 


Leinhauser, Ruth Daggett Ives Washburn 
A HOLIDAY WITH ERIC $2.95 


* There are some good depictions of scene and character here in an unpretentious 
but very warm little story of Pamela and Diana Nesbitt's final acceptance of their English 
cousin Eric who has come to spend a year in America. Averse to the idea of having to stay 
the summer at their Grandmother's where Eric will be at first, the girls are even more put 
out when their parents want them to decide whether or not they like Eric well enough to 
have him live with them in New York while he goes to school during the winter. Eric's 
genuine niceness doesn't solve the problem either. Diana, especially, just plain doesn't 
want him. But when she finally agrees, conscience stricken, it is Eric who turns the 
tables saying he'd rather go to boarding school anyway so he can report to the boys back 
home about it. Funny and objective. Drawings by Kurt Werth. (4/7) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Haines, Madge & Morrill, Leslie Makers of America Series—- Abingdon 
JOHN MUIR PROTECTOR OF THE WILDS $1.50 


In briefer form this repeats much of the material in the Charles Norman biography 
John Muir (Messner, 1957, p. 44). There are the familiar scenes of his Scottish boyhood 
showing the interest in nature, the pressures from a stern and religious minded father, the @ 


” ee ee 


life in Wisconsin after the Muirs emigrated to America. Here the more fascinating aspects 
of young John's character develop as he turns both inventor and naturalist, is given the 
chance at an education that contributed towards his main role as spokesman for Yosemite and 
a whole national parks system. A good first sketch which balances the contemplative as- 
pects of Muir's life with the active to make interesting reading for children. Illustrated 
by Avery Johnson. (3/18) 


McNeer, May & Ward, Lynd Abingdon 
ARMED WITH COURAGE $2.50 


A collection of biographies by the well known author-artist team centers around 
the theme of faith backed by courage which gave such people as Florence Nightingale, Albert | 
Schweitzer and Mahatma Ghandi, the strength to follow their convictions. The other fi- 
gures are Father Damien, George Washington Carver, Jane Addams and Wilfred Grenfell. As 
their stories are told, each sensitively and with reference to background elements that 
were influential, a feeling of quiet, exciting strength becomes undeniable. Lynd Ward's 
grey wash drawings make forceful character portrayals. (3/18.) 


Hall-Quest, Olga Farrar, Straus-Ariel 
POWHATAN AND CAPTAIN SMITH $2.75 


A chronological account (of which there probably will be many this year due to 
the 350th anniversary of the settling of Jamestown) follows the 1607 venture and its 
aftermath in the many movements of victory and defeat for both Indian and White Man. With 
only a few side glances to the problems of settling and the settlers themselves, the em- 
phasis throughout is more on the fateful political maneuverings and negotiations with 
Powhatan and the other tribal chiefs. We are made aware of the mixture of feelings among 
the English towards Smith. Smith himself emerges as a strong character as does Powhatan 
and the results of their mutually off-again, on-again sympathies as they played counter- © 
point to the fortunes of the new town seem accurately sketched. The narrative continues, 
after Smith's return to England, to portray the romance between Pocahontas and John Rolfe, 
but its undramatic style may/make it less appealing to children than some of the other 
books about Jamestown. (4/~5LC:57-6615) 
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Signature Book Grosset & Dunlap 
3/20 $1.95 


Malkus, Alida Sims- THE STORY OF WINSTON CHURCHILL- Filled with anecdotal 
material from Churchill's early years and school days, this leaves an impression of a 
simplified and watered down biography tailored to junior readers. We are reminded of 
Churchill's distaste for Latin, of the rough treatment he was given in boarding school 
at the age of seven, of the formal reserve, typical of the English of those days, in 
his relations with his parents. The second half of the book takes him from Sandhurst 
through his second tenure as Prime Minister, with the emphasis on family life and ad- 
venture rather than on his significant career as politician, his not unimportant 
career as historian and biographer. While presumably this is done for reader appeal, 
it gives the portrait of one of the world's great men a somewhat off-balance appear- 
ance. Illustrated by H. B. Vestal. (LC: 57-5038) 


Earle, Olive Morrow 
MICE AT HOME AND AFIELD Cloth; $2.25 


* Here is another factual and charming nature study by the author-illustrator 
whose name alone is enough to recommend the book. The mice she discusses range in 
variety from the house mouse to the deer mouse and thevoles and in her quiet, unpre- 
tentious text lie the secrets of writing not only to identify the subject in the 
reader's mind immediately but to convey a surprising number of fascinating facts 
briefly and easily. The illustrations are, as always, scientifically exact. It is 
in the angles and attitudes chosen by the artist that they often become humorous 
and endearing. (2/20. LC: 57-5109) 


Hofsinde, Robert Morrow 
INDIAN GAMES AND CRAFTS $2.50 


Known as the author of The Indian's Secret World and Indian Sign Language, 
Robert Hofsinde has come by his large store of Indian lore partly through his adoption 
as a blood brother of the Chippewas, Grey Wolf. In this third book, which he has il- 
lustrated as well with accurate drawings of Indians and their artifacts, he gives us 
explanations of fourteen games and activities and the things their performers and 
players must make for them. These are as simple as choosing seven straight sticks 
for a Plains Indian guessing game and carving off the bark at different places, or 
as difficult as making a Hopi Kachina doll. All instructions are clear as to method 
and equipment and should make fine projects for Scouts and other interested groups. 
(2/20. LC: 57-8479) 

McClung, Robert M. Morrow 

LEAPER Cloth; $2.25 


The Story of an Atlantic Salmon has aspects that will be familiar to those 
who have seen Robert McClung's other short life stories (Green Darner, Ruby Throat, 
etc.). The history of the salmon is especially interesting and though it is matter- 
of-factly told, the slight personalization of Leaper has the effect of heightening 
the drama. Iliustrated by the author with soft wash drawings which are accurate in 
a general manner rather than closely detailed. (3/20. LC: 57-5120) 


Wat 
First Books oc pees 


Beim, Jerrold- THE FIRST BOOK OF BOYS' COOKING. With Scouting giving credits 
for cooking and the 4H Clubs making it one of their planks, boys have long since learn- 
ed that cooking is not necessarily a feminine prerogative. Jerrold Beim, who with his 
boys has put it to practical everyday use, shares the know-how and some popular reci- 
pes with other boys. A judicious selection of useful hints, in which he likens a 
kitchen to a workshop and its operation a test in general efficiency,should pave the 
road. The recipes are arranged in practical fashion- with the line-up of ingredients 
and utensils, with information on the quantity provided for (some of his recipes are a 


bit on the frugal side- 1 pound of hamburger for six people, for instance); the instruc- 


tions are’ succinct. This should prove a popular First Book. Pictures by Dick Dodge 
not available at this time. (April. LC: 57-5185) 
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Icenhower, Capt. J. B.- THE FIRST BOOK OF SUBMARINES- A short treatise on the 
U-boat presents a lot of information in compact form and deftly leads into its subject by 
beginning with its most spectacular aspect- diving. After we learn about such things as © > 4 
the ballast tanks and how they increase or decrease the amounts of weight necessary for | 
submerging or rising, our interest is definitely roused. From here on in, submarine history, 
modern submarine life and duties, the special qualifications for the atomic submarine, etc, 
etc., become increasingly fascinating to learn ebout. And Captain Icenhower's knowledge 
‘stems from a Navy career and first hand experience. Illustrated by Mildred Waltrip. 


(4/2. LC:57-5855 ) 


Jacobson, Helen & Mischel, Florence- THE FIRST BOOK OF LETTER WRITING- The point 
the authors try to get across here is the importance of being natural, that the best kind 
of letter is one that expresses its writer as himself. Within this frame, the various 
kinds of letters youngsters are apt to write to each other or to their elders, take on a 
lively, forthright quality even though they are only typical examples. All kinds of 
occasions are mentioned too, from thanking a host to writing short business letters and 
the inclusion of rules for form and punctuation makes a complete little manual. TIllus- 
trated by Laszlo Roth. (4/?%. LC:57-7540) 


Rich, Louise Dickinson- THE FIRST BOOK OF NEW ENGLAND- Though the form and 
style have been made to conform to the First Book pattern (which has nevertheless been 
sufficiently varied to prove rewarding), the author's well known deep feeling and know- 
ledge of New England comes through. First she introduces us to an Italian family in 
Boston and through them indicates the different kinds of people and backgrounds that make 
up New England. The history, by region and chronologically, comes next and with this as 
a basis we are told,in greater detail and through typical families,of the different areas 
and their characteristics - lobstering Down East, maple sugaring in the west country and 
so forth. An attractive introduction. The handsome drawings by Leonard Everett Fisher 
are of particular objects and scenes and lack the general views that might have made them ©} 
more informative. (3/2. LC:57-5187) 


Miers, Earl Schenck , World 
MARK TWAIN ON THE MISSISSIPPI $3.00 


* A great deal of the color and zest of life on the Mississippi as Mark Twain 
himself described it emerges in this well planned and very readable narrative of his life 
as a boy and as a young man. Using Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn, Life on the Mississippi 
and Mark Twain's personal accounts and letters Mr. Miers reconstructs character and back- 
ground with a polished combination of accuracy and vividness that comes from his abilities 
as an able researcher and an imaginative writer. Familiar as they may be, the events take 
on a life of their own spanning long years from the time he was old enough and daring 
enough to stow away on a river boat to the day when he was old enough and wise enough to 
pilot one and to have become aware of the river in its tragedies and dangers as well as 
its delights. An appendix tells, chapter by chapter, where Miers has used fact and where 
he let his imagination help the story. Drawings by Robert Frankenburg. (3/25. LC 257-5892 ) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Crisp, Frank Coward-McCann 
THE MANILA MENFISH $3.00 


More credible and more trimly plotted than The Java Wreckmen, the last story 
about the venturesome Dirk Rogers, owner of the salvage ship Sulawesi, and his cousin Jim 
Cartwright, is this stealthy sally against a group of Huks smuggling uranium to Communist 
China. The Huks' system is really neat. They deliver the uranium to a sunken Japanese © 
battleship where it stays in a cage until divers from a Chinese beche-de-mer boat come 
along to pick it up. How Dirk and Jim come in contact with the mystery, how Dirk goes to 
the Huks as a diver in disguise, etc., etc. all make a crisp and crackling mystery. Again 
the watery drawings by Richard M. Powers illustrate the story. (3/2. LC 357-7425 ) 
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( Gilbert{ Douglas Crowell 
; HARDNOSE $2.75 


* This is one of the best high school problem stories of the current season, 
though it loses some of its potential dramatic force by continuing interminably to its 
inevitable end. The central figure, Dean Canady, is a boy with traits too often unap- 
preciated:- he is simply average. He neither excels in- or is bad at- sports or stud- 
ies; in the midst of his senior year he is plagued by the conviction that he is falling 
short of his dad's expectations. Then, unexpectedly, Dean finds fame in an upsetting 
way. On an illicit foursome date, Jack, hero football player, gets drunk and Dean is 
forced to knock him down, for safety's sake. Then the story gets around that it is 
Dean who caused the damage, and the incident, though it blows over, leaves a stigma. 
Dean fights Jack but this does no good. He almost decides not to go on to the Uni- 
versity. Then the first step towards clearing his name comes when he and two friends 
on a camping trip, help turn in two crooks, in a somewhat contrived turn of the plot. 
The final stages, in which Dean is persuaded by his friends to go on to college is 
convincingly handled. (3/15. LC: 57-5865) 


Coulter, Bruce N. Dodd, Mead 
WAGONS ACROSS THE MOUNTAINS $3.00 


A story of sincere but simple dimensions follows young Nat Kilburn on a 
search for his father that takes him across the continent in the 1840's. With Jonas 
Patch, a young New England schoolmaster, Nat escapes the tyranny of his uncle and 
starts out with a wagon train for Oregon. Two families, the Hopkins, with their four 
children, and the soon-to-be-widowed Susan, with her two babies, become Nat's and 
Jonas' special friends. But as the trail goes, so does Nat's search. It is rewarded 
finally when he encounters his father and a group of trappers and saves them from an 
impending raid. Joined now by Mr. Kilburn, the company moves into the Willamette 
Valley where Nat is overjoyed that his venturesome father has decided to stay and marry 
Susan and where Jonas too settles with Betsy Hopkins. Some history of the beginnings 
of Oregon enters this. (4/8.) 


Hoffmann, Eleanor Dodd, Mead 
SUMMER AT HORSESHOE RANCH $3.00 


In her late teens Karen Pedersen finds herself shouldered with the responsi- 
bility of managing the family ranch near Santa Barbara, California. Her father is 
dead and her mother teaches high school, which prevents her from doing much more than 
the housekeeping end of things. But Karen is a capable girl who loves the land and 
horses; she takes on the job willingly. Nevertheless to pay a debt she must sell her 
palomino to Jack Carlson, a summer visitor from New York, exacting from him a promise 
beforehand that he will care for the horse faithfully and let no one else near it. 
When Jack goes back on his word, partly through the influence of spoiled rich girl 
who “bewitches” him, there are upsets but his finer nature wins through and his career 
as a doctor envisions a future in which he, Karen and Horseshoe Ranch are all in the 
picture. An average romance. If its young people seem more capable than most, the 
effect at least is salutary. (4/8. LC: 57-5416) 


Olsen, Robert I. & Porter, David Dodd, Mead 
TORPEDOES AWAY: $3.00 


A tf this is an indication of what some editors are beginning to consider ju- 
venile writing then the effect is in our opiniona wholesome one even though we can’t 
quite see why the book wasn't published as adult fiction in the first place. Neither 
deep nor tightly plotted, the inclusion nevertheless of an almost photographic reality 
strikes a fresh note in this portrayal of life aboard a submarine. Some eyebrows may 
be raised at the dialogue which stops short only at the men's undoubtedly lewder refer- 
ences to sex than permitted here, for the commoner swear words- hell and damn- the 
smoking and the drinking are in view. Set in the months after the start of World War 
II, the thin story line follows reserve Ensign Winslow and his problems of adjustment 
to a very binding way of life aboard the Planckton on her long chain of missions out of 
New London. Yet the other officers and the crew are vividly characterized, especially 
the captain whose love for his men and his ship becomes a touching thing when an injury 


prevents him from going back to them. Thoroughly companionable and humorous this feels as | 


if it could have been the same with any one of thousands who saw submarine duty in the 


hO's. (4/8. 
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Faulkner, Nancy Doubleday 
THE UNDECIDED HEART $2.75 
The problems, both emotional and political, that come to plague Dru Anthony, @ | t 


whose life had been carefree, begin to multiply as the American Revolution gets under way. 
Her father, a wealthy plantation owner in Amherst County, Virginia, is a Tory. Her 
brother Jeff has Patriot sympathies and earns the family's, including Dru's, disapproval. 
When Mr. Anthony leaves to join the king's forces about the only steady element in Dru's 
life seems to be the faithful Peter Griffiths, a Quaker whose faith prevents him from 
taking part in the conflict. Yet another incident reveals that Peter is on Jeff's side 
and, unable to deny his feelings any longer, he leaves to join the Americans and Dru's 
world is shattered. Though there comes a change in her sympathies, eventually great 
enough to make a heroine of her in the prevention of a raid by Tarleton,she must meet 
Peter face to face before reconciliation is complete. A simplified case of divided loyal- 
ties where mutual respect and growing convictions of individual responsibility bring easy 


answers. J.L.G. (3/7. LC:56-9053) 


Carson, John F. Farrar, Straus- Ariel 
FLOORBURNS $3.00 


A difficult comeback to the basketball team from which he had been expelled for 
showy playing marks Les Beach's senior year at Raisner High. As a boy from the wrong side 
of town with a persecution complex grown all out of proportion, Les is only too ready to 
think everyone is against him- to the point where he takes it for granted that the team 
will think him guilty of a theft. It takes pep talk, consequently, from the people who 
are concerned about Les- his sincere if shiftless father, Dr. Merrill, the team physician, 
his daughter Judy, and Coach Raines- before the boy begins to realize people are human. 
The process is dragged out, and a spat with town gamblers seems pasted on rather than 
built into the narrative, but it is good basketball, with a deeper emotional content than 
most sports books. (4/%., LC:57-6501) e 


Bee, Clair I9 Chip Hilton Series- Grosset & Dunlap 
TOURNAMENT CRISIS $.75 


Now a sophomore at State U. and a star in practically every walk of life from 
football to family relationships, Chip enters basketball tryouts and is preceded by his 
reputation as an all around athlete. This raises the ire of Jimmy Lu Chung, a Chinese 
American who is already on the team. But Chip's good will beats down the boy's resent- 
ment and gets to a deeper problem- the binding traditions of Chinese families which 
threatens to prevent Jimmy from continuing at the U. How Chip acts to change everything, 
and win an important tournament, makes a happy ending but one that is something less than 
realistic. (2/7) 


Latham, Jean Lee Harper 
THIS DEAR BOUGHT LAND $2.50 


A fictionalized account of the Jamestown venture (and a third book from the 
author of the Newbery prize winning Carry On, Mr. Bowditch) becomes the story of young 
David Warren, a weak, undersized boy who is taken aboard the Susan Constant as a common 
sailor when his father, a prominent investor in the London Company, is killed. It is 
David's determination that leads him to the fo'c'stle rather than the officers' quarters 
where his father's friend, Wingfield, would have had him. Learning seamanship the hard 
way, David also comes in contact with Smith, is both repelled and fascinated by the man's 
daring and becomes an eager witness to the events of the next months. Smith's commit- 
ment for attempted mutiny, the upsets caused by his inclusion in the council, the disas- 
trous Indian attacks and the more beneficial negotiations with them- all are familiar. 
But seen through David's eyes and following his own passage from boyhood to manhood, they ®@ 
take on a creditable vitality and the climax- the last minute arrival of Lord De la Warr 
and the supply ships when all had been thought lost- is realistic. A polished narrative 
that shows careful research and a good sense of the issues involved. Jacob Landau's 


drawings. (4/7. LC:56-9493) 
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Watson, Sally Holt 
TO BUILD A LAND $3.00 


x Two spirited and successful historical novels for the early teens, Highland 
Rebel and Mistress Maiapert, precede this, which is entirely different in time and 
setting but similar in its theme of struggling against the odds for a new and freer 
way of life. The narrative begins in Naples in 1947 where 15 year old Leo Morelli and 
his younger sister Mia, Italian Jews, are typical of the thieving, conniving, frighten- 
ed ragamuffins created by war and terrorism. Through an accident and the help of a 
GI, they are sent to a training camp in France to prepare them to become citizens of 
Israel. The story from here on deals with many young people and many situations. 
Though dominating and self-willed Leon and the very dependent and fearful Mia remain 
central figures, we are introduced to other important people- spoiled Shari, a Bombay 
girl who captures Mia's admiration, and Leo's jealous hatred, because she is so inde- 
pendent; Dan, the quiet Dutch boy who finds he is a pacifist and cannot fight the Arabs 
when they attack the children's camp near Tel Aviv to which they are all sent; and the 
other people in the camp, directors and youngsters, each with different problems and 
backgroundse The complex splintering of issues in the newly evolving State are made 
clear too, especially through Shari'’s friendship with Mustapha, an Arab who believes 
in the brotherhood of all men, and her continued friendship with Mia as it has meaning 
for Leo's realization that cooperation and respect for others have their place in life 
too. More of a chronicle than a novel, but exciting and edifying. Illustrations by 
Lili Cassel. (4/2. LC: 57-5748) 


Carr, Harriett Macmillan 
WHEELS FOR CONQUEST $2.75 


A story about the building of Pennsylvania and in particular Pittsburgh ,in 
the days of the conestoga trade,centers around George Bauman, a Pennsylvania Dutch 
boy, and the rivalry between him and his half brother, Johannes. When they are 17 
and 19 respectively and both beginning to haul goods along the National Pike to Pitts- 
burgh, the feeling that has been simmering many years begins to boil over as Johannes 
becomes more and more sure that he will be left out of the Bauman inheritance. George 
on the other hand is so put off by his brother and still so unsure of his own future 
that he finds it impossible to say that he would rather make conestoga wagons than 
farm. A mystery along the road, new acquaintances that bring into focus the problems 
of a growing Pittsburgh, clear the way to new understanding and opportunities in line 
with both boys' desires. Solid. (3/5.) 


Halacy, D. S., Jr. Macmillan 
HIGH CHALLENGE $2.75 


Glider flying and its principles make this book unusual as perhaps the only 
juvenile written on the subject in recent years. To anyone with enthusiasm, it makes 
passable reading regardless of the thin and ordinary plot around which it is employed. 
Because of intermittent vertigo, a condition more or less permanent with him, 16 year 
old Steve West is refused permission to take his commercial license as a pilot of 
powered aircraft. Despite his scientific capabilities, it is the only thing he wants 
and he is extremely dejected until the chance to work for Bill Nye, a glider pilot, and 
take lessons on the side, comes up. The summer's work, involving important research 
on air currents in southern California, helps Steve adjust to physical limitations to a 
point where, having known real flight, he can look forward to a future in science that 
will help to make it safer. Good for any young air mindeds. (3/26. LC: 57-7886) 


Longstreth, T. Morris Macmillan 
THE MACQUARRIE BOYS $2.75 


* The problem in human relationships is more important than the mystery here 
but the two are cleverly woven together in a story that is both straight faced and 
snappy in the manner for which T. Morris Longstreth is noted. The circumstances of 
Colton Muir, a Scotch boy of some years in New York, are unusual. He's a bell hop at 
a fancy Central Park hotel, an ex-member of a Brooklyn gang, the Hi-Gunners, who have 
now gone crooked,and a youngster who, at 17, is sensibly sure he wants an education 
and a better way of life. By accident (a near fatal one in which the Hi-Gunners have 
a hand) Colt meets Mr. MacQuarrie, a Pennsylvania farmer who is so grateful he offers 
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Colt a place in his home after the boy has been let out of his job. But problems don't 

stop in the country. There's the rivalry of young Ian MacQuarrie to be brooked, a ro- 

mantic mixup with a rich girl, another run in with the pursuing Hi-Gunners and stubborn 

ideas about money before Colt's inheritance is settled and a future with the MacQuarries © a 
assured. Plenty of excitement and solid values. (3/5. LC:57-5971) 


Clark, Electa McKay 
THE RIVER SHOW FOLKS $3.00 


In a different vein from her Casey McKee stories, though the setting is still to- 
wards the South, is this group portrayal of\a family of actors and their showboat on the 
Mississippi River in the 1830's. They are the Cliffs- 15 year old Polly who is a born 
comic; her father, the head of the troupe, her uncles Richard and Mark who take lead and 
supporting roles respectively; Mark's wife Sophia, the leading lady; and Betsey and Homer, 
Polly's sister and brother-in-law. Just out of Cincinnati, they are joined by Abel, a 
young stowaway of dubious background. It is inadvertently through him that they nearly 
come to misfortune. A hunt for Abel's non-existent relatives leads to Richard's marriage 
to Flora, a spoiled girl from a rich family who doesn't fit in with the Cliffs' hard 
working ways. Storms and robbers are as nothing compared with Flora, who alienates Richard 
from his family too. But just as the big breakup threatens, Flora's change of heart keeps 
them together. A robust story of olden day Mississippi and the beginnings of theatre life 
for which it became famous. Pictures by Gustav Schrotter. (3/2? LC: 57-6601) 


Freer, Marjorie Romance for Young Moderns—- Messner 
ORCHIDS FOR APRIL $2.95 


An interest in horticulture starts for April Ames of Connecticut when she meets 
a new friend, Marilee Dean, whose father operates a nursery. Along with Marilee, April 
meets her brother Don and soon the Deans and their way of life offer a security and an in- 
terest that April never quite experienced with her parents, who are realtors and interior 
decorators, whose hobby of restoring old houses has kept them on the move. Yet even with 
April's lack of funds to buy flowers and Don's entry into the Army, there is a simple so- © 
lution: the Ames find their "dream house", a birthday present from Don brings orchids and 
there is a plan for April to continue her studies at Cornell. Nevertheless these customs 
and cuttings are more of a corsage than a well cultivated garden. (4/? LC:57-6587) 


Robertson, Keith Viking 
THE CROW AND THE CASTLE $2.50 


* Another adventure for the managers of the Carson Street Detective Agency opera- 
ting out of Belleville, N. Y. (see Mystery of Burnt Hill and Three Stuffed Owls) begins 
for Swede and Neil when they are offered a ride on a hot summer day by a tall writer in an 
MG who is looking for Captain Wudge. Offering their services, Swede and Neil are told by 
the writer that he wants pictures of Captain Wudge's famous chess set for a magazine arti- 
cle he is doing, only the pictures have to be taken in secret because of the controversy 
the planned article will cause. From this start, the book unfolds into a full and funny 
mystery complete with the antics of Neil's pet crow Hector, the appearance of thugs who 
bring on more than was bargained for, and the final discovery of a ruby in one of Capt. 
Wudge's castles (which Hector dropped down a chimney). Also evident is Mr. Robertson's fa- 
miliar knack of making something very real and earthy out of the unlikely. Drawings by 
Robert Greiner. (4/7) 


Walden, Amelia Elizabeth Westminster 
PALOMINO GIRL $2.75 

Large, good looking and forceful Kit Kendall would be an extraordinary girl in 
anyone's book and the problems she faces in finding happiness with the right man are real 
enough. But while there are some elements that could have made her story an interesting 
one their handling is emotional and, to fit a certain pattern, strays far from a sound psy- 
chological track. Virtual manager of the Kendall's Black Hills ranch, Kit goes off to her © 

senior year at college with her brother's warning to find a man stronger than herself, 

ringing in her ears. Why stronger, particularly, we are never told. What Kit finds ‘tc a 


huge athlete who accepts her proposal of marriage, but not until Dorset Cornwall, an emo- 
tionally upset and upsetting girl has released him from her clutches just as she herself 
gets a new grip on life. A runaround explained away by causeless happenings makes this an 
ordinary romance instead of a forceful character study. (3/25. LC:57-5765) 
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Icenhower, Capt. Joseph B. Winston 
SUBMARINE RENDEZVOUS $2.95 


A swiftly paced story of escape from the Philippines during the early months 
of World War II has the feeling that it could have been based on an actual incident or 
at least one very much like it. The hero, Ben Scott, is only 16 but logically enough 
for this story, he is allowed to join the Navy in Manila when the authorities hear that 
his father, a submarine captain, is presumed lost. His first duty is the relatively 
simple yet extremely important task of guarding a certain Dr. Benson for a day, until 
he and his valuable botanical information can be evacuated before the Japanese capture 
him. But Dr. Benson, less judicious about people than about plants, has hired. a "faith- s 
ful" Japanese assistant who, when he proves to be a military spy, upsets things. Now 
left on their own, Ben and Dr. Benson must make their way from refuge in a week-long 
trek of hiding, running and evading, until another submarine rendezvous can be planned. 
Their flight and pursuit make a tight narrative in which much cf the Philippines is 
described and the safe end of which brings reunion with Ben's father. (3/12. LC :57-5225 ) 


Sykes, Jo Winston 
THE STUBBORN MARE $2.95 

A clean cut narrative of endurance and perseverance also lightly examines the 
problem of guilt as Andy Smith, a boy of mysterious origins, comes to Justin Allan, now 
old and forced to make his way alone in the Colorado mountains, at the very moment when 
he is faced with the task of shooting a badly injured wild mare. Neither Justin nor 
Andy wants to kill the mare. Against all logic, they finally get her up off the ground 
and into the stable where in a few days she foals and then, mostly under Andy's care, 
miraculously begins to recover. As the mare goes, so does Andy, until the time when she 
and Andy as a quarter-horse and rider team enter a rodeo and encounter their rival in 
Andy's crooked stepbrother whom he thought he had killed in a fight. This lacks the 
psychological probing to give it real depth but it is convincing in its honesty and 
simplicity. Drawings by Manning de V. Lee. (3/25. LC: 57-5196) 


Havighurst, Marion Boyd World 
STRANGE ISLAND $2.75 


* A smoothly and colorfully written narrative, patterned to give romantic ap- 
peal yet fully cognizant of the more exciting aspects of its central theme, the Burr- 
Blennerhasset plot, is told through the eyes of Faith Arnold, a Marietta girl who goes 
to be a governess for the Blennerhasset children on the island the family owned in the 
river. There one gets an immediate sense of what an exciting family the Blennerhassets 
were. Their whole estate, magnificent and isolated as it was and complete from vege- 
table garden to the scientific equipment Mr. Blennerhasset loved to work with, spoke 
for their interesting, many-sided characters. Faith becomes their firm friend. Even 
after the visits from Burr and the exposure of the plot to set up a government with 
Blennerhasset's help (though here his partially innocent role in the matter is made 
clear), Faith cannot shake herself free from the thought of their friendliness, their 
innate good manners and education. The tragedy of their departure is softened by 
Faith's romance with a Marietta boy the Blennerhassets tried to use in their negotia- 
tions, but the end result remains a sensitive study in divided loyalties and mistaken 
trusts. Marion Havighurst's other books, written with her husband, have included two 
other American background stories for Winston's Land of the Free Series. (4/15. LC:57- 5669) 


Norton, Andre World E 
STAR BORN $2.75 | 


Dalgard Nordis, a terran on Astra, goes through a series of adventures which 
reflect Andre Norton's preoccupation with social problems on a broad if simplified scale 
and the possibility of life on another planet in another solar system like Earth's. Dal- 
gard's people are fourth or fifth generation settlers but remember Earth well enough to 
be disturbed by the arrival of another space ship. Its passengers, discovered and helped 
by Dalgard after an accident, are the cause of another discovery, the solving of the my- 
stery of The Others, a mighty and tyrannical but supposedly lost civilization that had 
ruled Astra long ago. With a new threat from them overcome, the Terrans try to persuade 
Dalgard to return with them but he now realizes Astra is his own land. Good. (3/11. 


LC: 57-5898) 
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De La Croix, Robert John Day 
MYSTERIES OF THE SEA $3.50 : 
Robert De La Croix's last book, Mysteries of the North Pole, was published as © { 


an adult. This, in the same vein in regard to both subject matter and style, makes no 
particular bid for the juvenile market except that the theme is one that appeals to a 
special interest rather than a special age. These mysteries of the sea all have to do 
with that most unpredictable and treacherous of raiding fleets, the derelicts. Their 
appearance can be as sudden and illusory as a shadow, or as damaging as an avalanche and 
their pursuit has confounded the best maritime campaigns for decades. Devoting himself 
both to man's many attempts to catch derelicts and to the frequent and frightening un- 
planned encounters with them, the author relates the post mortem histories of such cele- 
brated ships as the Frigorifique which actually returned for revenge on the ship that 
sank her, the Mary Celeste which baffled seamen for 60 years, and the Dalgonar whose few 
despairing survivors were saved in a remarkable and fateful feat of sea rescue. These 
and their companion tales make a full program of entertainment for the addicts. (2/27. 


LC :57-5980 ) 


Berrill, John & Jacquelyn Dodd, Mead 
1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT THE SEASHORE $5.00 


Actually there are 1106, including the bibliography which is listed in answer 
to the question, "What books can you get for further reading and for good photographic 
illustration?" The other 1105, equally pertinent and all very well arranged under spe- 
cific and related topics make a reliable and attractive source of information, even in 
question and answer form which can be a spotty and confusing way of presenting a coherent 
body of knowledge. The first section, on collecting, indicates the method used in the 
others. The answers, many of them long and detailed, give at a glance the kind of informa- 
tion one needs in relation to the type of shore, rocky, sandy or pebbly. Brief intro- 
ductory guides to collecting whether of shells, or plants or sea animals, follow. The 
other broad sections dealing with tides, sea water, plankton, mollusks, gastropods, bi-valves, 
fish and even shore birds, follow. Beginners should find much of value here and from a 
vast store be able to channel their interests and go on to specific fields. (4/8) 


Cooke, David C. Dodd, Mead 
INDIANS ON THE WARPATH $3.00 


Though these thumbnail biographies of famous North American chiefs are unima- 
ginatively written, they form a unique collection in bringing together, in strictly 
factual form, the various campaigns against the white man's tragically unjust appropriation 
of lands. Opechancanough who terrorized Virginia in the 1620's, Massasoit's son Philip 
who did not hold with his father's sympathies towards the Pilgrims, Pontiac, Logan of the 
Cayugas, Tecumseh whose breadth of vision exceeded that of any other chief- these are the 
heads of tribes included. But if the narratives comment on little more than the battles 
and negotiations as they happened, they do indicate the common endeavours of the Indians 
to hold themselves together and the tragedy of a course of history that saw them inevi- 
tably undermined. (4/8) 


Webb, Walter Prescott Illustrated True Book- Grosset & Dunlap 
THE STORY OF THE TEXAS RANGERS $2.95 


A fair and efficient summing up of an outfit whose activities continue to amaze 
and elicit admiration begins in the days of antipathy between Texas and Mexico when the 
border raids were complicated by forays of wandering Indian tribes and necessitated the 
watchful labors of a group of men who could both punish and keep the peace. Tracing the 
familiar chronology of the Rangers, Mr. Webb has spiced his narrative with many anecdotes- 
of men such as Jack Hays and the bandit Cortina and of incidents such as the Rangers' 
fight with the Army for usurpation of duties just after Texas joined the Union. The par- 
ticular incidents make exciting reading and a good sense of history enlightens details. 
Illustrated by Nicholas Eggenhofer. (2/25) 
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Severn, Bill McKay 
MAGIC WHEREVER YOU ARE $2.50 


* Rules of thumb for sleight of hand, these offer more than the ordinary sets 
of instructions for doing tricks by way of a broader explanation of the different kinds 
of magic and the attitudes that must be developed on the part of magician and audience 
for successful performance. The tricks, all of which can be done with simple materials, 
have been classified into those appropriate for the living room, the dining room, par- 
ties, out-of-doors etc. Instructions are clear and step-by-step, beginning with a 
description of what the trick will look like to an audience, then going on to materials 
needed, how to set them up and finally, how to do the trick. Progressing from the 
simple parlor trick of making a pencil rise unaided from a jar to the more complicated 
set up of the Hindu rising rope, these should appeal both to beginners: and more advanced 
learners. Drawings by Ida Sheib show some of the ins and outs. (3/7: LC: 57-5813) 


Shippen, Katherine Viking 
MEN OF MEDICINE $3.50 


* From the days when all the “doctor” asked his patient was whether or not he 
had broken any taboos up to the modern miracles of the x-ray and the wonder drugs, this 
is an accomplished distillation of social trends and discoveries which have made an in- 
creasingly healthier population. How the medicine man gradually became a physician; the 
early science in Persia, Egypt and Greece (there is a fascinating differentiation here 
between the schools of Aesklepios and Hippocrates); Galen, the Salerno school, Para- 
celsus, Vesalius, Harvey, Jenner, Pasteur, Walter Reed and Alexander Fleming- all these 
and more come up for simplified discussion that should both interest and stimulate. 
Katherine Shippen's other books, equally readable and competent, in the science field, 
have included Miracle in Motion and Men, Microscopes and Living Things. Anthony Ravi- 
elli's drawings. (4/7) 


Downey, Fairfax Westminster 
GENERAL CROOK $2.75 


An adventurous biography of George Crook, a man who struck an unparalleled 
balance between fighting the Indians in the west and understanding their problems, adds 
to Mr. Downey's list of popular history books- factual and fictional- for young readers. 
An Ohio boy, Crook early developed two senses, one of skillful fighting in the out-of- 
doors and another of wanting to be fair to people unlike himself. But his father was 
a farmer and he had no thought of following a military career until, by luck, he was 
offered an appointment at West Point. His tours of duty thereafter included California 
in the years following the Gold Rush; the Civil War; and, most important, the fighting 
of the Paiute, Bannock and Apache Indians in the Southwest. Mr. Downey follows all of 
the action closely, unfortunately i omitting any comment to make Crook's role as a mili- 
tant go-between clear. Instead of placing Crook in relation to his time and making 
more of a bridge between his sympathy for the Indians and his fighting them, he asks 
us to take it for granted that Crook considered them people who only needed a fair 
chance to learn the White Man's ways. Better as action than history. Fictionalized 
to some extent. (3/25. LC: 57-5149) 


Montgomery, Rutherford World 
MOUNTAIN MAN $2.75 


A life of Joe Meek seems to have little to offer outside the strictly region- 
al or historical tastes. He was the type of lone wolf who perhaps contributed more to 
society than generally recognized by inadvertently discovering and hence opening new 
territory for settlement. Mr. Montgomery's matter of fact style accounts for the events 
of his life - the shunning of regular education, the abandonment of plantation respon- 
sibilities for western adventure, the wilderness skills developed as a member of Sub- 
lette's Rocky Mountain Fur Company. All this is competent enough but does nothing to 
lift the details out of the ordinary and one goes from Indian raid to Indian raid and 
from expedition to expedition with little awareness of what they meant in the American 
scene. Meek ended as a prominent settler in the Willamette Valley, but outside of 
this he seems an ordinary man to whom adventure, in the vacuum of the immediate ex- 
citement it brought, meant everything. (2/25. LC: 57-5893) 
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Relisted for Young Adults Fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Crisp, Frank- THE MANILA MENFISH Coward-McCann 
Douglas, Gilbert- HARDNOSE Crowell 
Halacy, D. S. Jr.- HIGH CHALLENGE Macmillan 
Olsen & Porter- TORPEDOES AWAY Dodd, Mead 
Spicer, Bart Dodd, Mead 
THE TALL CAPTAINS $4.95 


A novel which brings sharply to mind the best seller of some years ago, Quietly 
My Captain Waits, is set in Quebec during the last stand of the French in Canada under 
the great Montcalm. The story revolves around the falling and rising fortunes of Duncan 
Crosbie, a Scot and an exile who joins the French to fight the English. His fortunes, 
backgrounded by the portrait of an unknown frontier where power and poverty were equally 
striking, make an exciting story of derring do. (Full report on p. 46. 2/25.L0:57-5876) 


Clarke, Arthur C. Harcourt, Brace 
THE DEEP RANGE $395 


A story of a space man transferred to another medium- the undersea world off 
the coral reef- makes a ZJwenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea of the future in its de- 
piction of a society dependent on herds of whales for their meat, on plancton meadows 
for vegetables and on men trained to keep the balance. It is exciting reading and Mr. 
Clarke, known for his space stories and his non-fiction, knows whereof he writes. (Full 
report on p. 49. 3/20. LC:57-6214) 


Martin, Sylvia Harper 


I, MADAME TUSSAUD $3.95 


A novel cast in the form of an autobiography reveals the life of Marie Tussaud 
and highlights also the fashionable France of the revolutionary period and Marie's rise 
within it, first under the tutelage of her Uncle Philip, whose portraits in wax gained 
him personal power and fame. Her subsequent, unhappy marriage, the flight to England 
and dedication to a craft, are all expertly detailed to make an important 18th century 
figure stand out in high relief. Conversation worthy.(Fall report p. 47.3/5.LC:56-6027 ) 


Flood, Charles Bracelen Houghton, Mifflin 
A DISTANT DRUM $4.50 


A second novel by the author of the best selling Love is a Bridge, centers around 
Patrick Kingsgrant, only son of a successful lawyer, and his revolt against a life too 
cushioned for his aspirations. He wants to write and splits with his father over the 
choice. New York and a novel, entry into the Army and an incapacitating accident in 
training, a let-down from his girl who can't accept his Catholicism, follow. He serves 
a bitter apprenticeship, but learns something of the worth of men before he goes back to 
his writing. (Full report on p. 46. 2/27. LC:57-5113) 


Wetzel, Donald Random House 
THE RAIN AND THE FIRE AND THE WILL OF GOD $2.95 


Fourteen year old Jack Haywood, on a farm in Alabama, tells this in his own 
unretouched fashion as he accounts for a summer change brought on by the visit of a boy 
his own age, Rodney Blankhard, who is sent to his uncle, a man whose many farming failures 
have been written off as "the will of God.” Rodney, in curls and western boot, is also 
"just not good for the country" and proves more and more accident prone, until he is ready 


to return to the less alien ways of the city. Appealing. (Full report on p. 52. 3/29. 
LC:57-6460 ) 
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Morrison, Theodore Viking 
TO MAKE A WORLD $4.50 


A thoroughly civilized novel following The Stones of the House deals with 
Sam Norris, executive assistant to Aiken, a university president and the central 
figure of the former book. The running of a local Foundation, the inner and outer 
personality conflicts, the schoolboy problems of Sam's young son, a marital breakup 
which shakes the town- are some of the factors in Sam's maturing appreciation that 
"it takes all kinds to make a world”. A novel of ideas a people slated for popular 
appeal at a high level. (Full report on p. 11. 3/2. LC:57-6432) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Relisted for Young Adults Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 
Berrill, John & Jacqueline- 1001 QUESTIONS ANSWERED ABOUT THE 


SEASHORE Dodd, Mead 
De La Croix, Robert- MYSTERIES OF THE SEA John Day 
Shippen, Katherine- MEN OF MEDICINE Viking 
Pough, Richard H. oe 3 Doubleday 
AUDUBON WESTERN BIRD GUIDE: Y. 4 ot 


Land, Water and Game Birds 


The third Audubon pocket guide provides 340 color figures, 138 black and 
white drawings and a host of significant facts for regional interests. Identification, 
voice, nesting habits are discussed and close attention is given to information on 
where to look for the birds. A bibliography, index, maps and charts and a glossary 
complete a very useful reference book. (Full report on p. 27. 3/7) 


Thornton, Willis Greenberg 
FABLE, FACT AND HISTORY $4.50 


A collection of informal inquiries plays true, false or undecided with 
various historical incidents, removes fiction and folklore and reverses certain ac- 
cepted judgments. The Boston Massacre, Washington's cherry tree, the Kensington 
Runestone are some of the situations that come up for review. Enduring questions 
and answers in popular form for the interested investigator. (Full report on p. 20. 
2/6. LC:57-5807 ) 


Kauffeld, Carl Hanover House 
SNAKES AND SNAKE HUNTING $3.95 


The herpetologist's dream world comes alive in this collection of experi- 
ences by a zoo curator who reports them with the care of a scientist and the gentle 
humor of a person fascinated by his work. Material ranges the United States from 
New Jersey to Arizona and includes enough adventures, each characterized by the 
happenings incidental to the type of snake in question- copperhead, indigo, rattler 
or water moccasin- to satisfy anyone with an interest. The importance of snake con- 
servation comes up for discussion too. (Full report on p. 61. 3/21. LC:57-6301) 


Drucker, Peter F. Harper 
AMERICA'S NEXT TWENTY YEARS $2.75 


This bold look ahead proceeds from many of the economic and engineering 
facts of life in present day America and begins with the population problem. Only 
through expanding productivity will financial needs be met and while automation will 
not reduce the labor need it will emphasize the role of higher education, in turn . 
put under stress by economic hardship due to the rising population. The upshot will 
be America's need to compete for new resources on an international level. Though the 
ultimatums are grim they should provide stimulating material for class discussions in 
social science. (Full report on p. 60. 3/20) 
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Wright, Constance Holt 
A CHANCE FOR GLORY $3.95 


This biography rescues the virtually unknown figure of Dr. Justus Erich Bollman eS} { 
who played a colorful part in the life of the Marquis de Lafayette and who felt that he | 
had been brought into the world for more than the practice of medicine in Hanover. Though 
Bollman was a more diligent charmer than a doctor and managed to get what he wanted through 
the right contacts, his major goal was in line with the cause of freedom. This was the 
rescue of Lafayette, imprisoned when his form of revolution proved too limited for the 
Paris powers of the Terror. Bollman's attempts to effect escape were remarkable and as the 
scene shifts all across Europe and to America, there is the pace and drama of a good novel. 

(Full report on p. 14. 3/11. LC:57-6197) 


Sullivan, Walter /CV MeGraw-Hill 
QUEST FOR A CONTINENT b $5 .00 


All there is to date about Antarctica- from the first discoveries in the 18th 
century on to the expeditions of over thirty parties for the International Geophysical 
year of 1957-58. Theories about the ice, information about the animals, the accounts of 
Shackleton, Scott, Amundsen- these and a great many more details fill in and round out 
cages Thad Solid and informative. Half tones, maps and index. (Full report on 
p. 22. 2/18 


Connell, Brian Morrow 
A WATCHER ON THE RHINE $4 .00 


A vitally important and disturbing book in which a British journalist proves 
that the deceptive calm of Bonn masks potential disturbers of the peace- a revived Ruhr, 
resentful refugees and incorrigible former Nazis that could pull up the shallow roots oi 
democracy and bring a superficially entrenched prosperity crashing down. Connell's ana- 
lysis is thorough, trenchant and fascinating. Much of it deals with key people in politics, 
industry, finance and labor. Altogether it should provide stimulating discussion material 
for modern history classes, and as a trade book, it should reach the kind of market that 
White's Fire in the Ashes achieved. (Full report on p. 20. 2/27) 


Macintyre, Donald ) Norton 
U-BOAT KILLER $3.75 


| A Tirst hand account of the hunt for a U-boat is written with a minimum of 
dramatics and a maximum of modesty. Capt. Macintyre's British navy career builds up to 
his command of the Kingfisher, an experimental anti-sub class ship and the equipment that 
started them off in the war. The good yarns that follow in "the stalking and final kill- 
ing" make this a first ranker in its field. (Full report on p. 24. 2/?. LC:57-5989) 


Zinsser, William K. Simon & Schuster 
ANY OLD PLACE WITH YOU $3.50 


The travelogue of a young couple gives the downbeat on remoter spots around the 
world in glib, entertaining fashion. Places visited include Africa by hair-raising trans- i 
portation, Angkor Wat, the Malay archipelago, Hong Kong where there were miracles of suit 
and dressmaking, etc., etc. A willingness and receptivity are their passports and the 
daily ~ ae take on a liveliness not found in guidebooks. (Full report on p. 32. 3/7. 
LC:57-5677 
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de Hartog, Jan Harper 
SPIRAL ROAD $4.95 


* An immense book- in size, in scope, in penetration, which more than jus- 

tifies the confidence felt by those of us who liked The Distant Shore. It could 

not be more different, with its sprawling sweep, moving from Amsterdam's underworld 

| to the remote jungles of the Dutch East Indies. The central character, a young doc- 

| tor who is committed to a span of service in the field of jungle medicine goes through 
a grim personal catharsis of mind and spirit as he meets unexpected challenges of ad- 
venture, danger, brutality, as he encounters other men in the colonial service, men 
who have touched bottom, men who have reached for the stars. Doctor Anton finds his 
greatest professional fulfillment against incredible odds, but a final encounter 
with the hatred of the uncivilized natives of the deep jungle almost proves his 
nemesis. One feels and smells the jungle;one shudders from the depravity and horror 
and savagery; one responds to the flashes of beauty in nature and the human spirit. 

@ It is a gripping tale, which reveals de Hartog as a man who knows the area of which 
he writes and the impact it has on the men assigned to cope with it. (LC:56-12237) 


[ 


Three for the Money .... 





One familiar name- Pamela Frankau- with a novel that merits more than customary at- 
tention, THE BRIDGE (Harper); one Dark Horse that provides extraordinarily holding 
reading, in GALE FORCE by Elleston Trevor (Macmillan); and one that is assured an 
important critical reception, but will reach only a limited market- Brian Moore's 
THE FEAST OF LUPERCAL. The section following will include the reviews. 
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Manan nena 


February 21 


Betts, Doris Putnam 
TALL HOUSES IN WINTER $4.50 


Pre er 


| A promising collection of short stories, The Gentle Insurrection, appeared 

in 1954, and this first novel should assure a wider audience. It is, while perhaps 
sombre, an often moving book, and as in her earlier work, the rather changeless 
character of a somnolent Southern town, the indistinguishable days and years, shadow 
the lives here with a slow insistence. Ryan Godwin, 48, makes the native's return 

: to the scene of his childhood- knowing that he must shortly undergo a cancer operation. 

; This visit home after ten years is to the house which holds his sister Asa, a for- 

| bidding woman, two old servants, and a youngster- Fen- his dead brother's son. While 

determined to remain uninvolved, Ryan finds that he cannot escape the affection of 

@ the boy- who is perhaps his own child- and the memory of dead Jessica, his brother's 

wife whom he had loved, returns with an increasing obligation but also brings with 
it the desire to live and someone to live for..oc.. A quiet, suggestive novel, this 
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reconnaissance of the past to the emotional renascence which comes through the tender 
relationship of the man and the boy brings a warmth which offsets the autumnel atmosphere 
of time and place and circumstances. (LC:56-10222) @ , 


February 25 


2 Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE GREGORY HILL $3.75 


Passions, loosely controlled, combat intelligence and love in the life of young 
Paul Gregory whose father's death is judged to be an accident but which he knows is 
murder at the hands of Aaron Layton. Aaron's son, Roger, is willing to ally himself with 
Paul against his father but Paul, heeding his dead father's last wishes, tries to help 
and protect his mother, Lela, who, a very short time later, marries Aaron. Aaron's humi- 
liation when he learns that the Gregory Place is destined for Paul, not him, makes firm 
his efforts to thwart Paul's dedication for carrying on his father's ideas about the farm; 
Lela hardens when she is ostracized by the valley people; Roger furthers the discord by 
his desire for her and for discrediting his father. Aaron's ruttish pursuit of Lela to 
get her to bear his child, his try at killing Paul, have their climax in the truth about 
Lela's part in the murder and in Aaron's permanent death-in-life from the horses who fear 
him, and chain Paul, Lela and Roger to a cripple whose loathing will always be a weapon. 
An unidentified locale, a narrow range of hatred, weakness and selfishness that almost 
spell defeat, limit this to morbid tastes. (LC:57-6635) 


Thomas, W. Craig 


February 27 


Canning, Victor Morrow-Sloane 
THE MANASCO ROAD $3.50 


Englishman Nick Thorne, now established on Majorca with his wife Kate, learns 
she has been unfaithful during one of his many business absences, takes on a last job, 
with a fat profit, to insure their return home and finds the way to salvage a grounded © 
cargo blocked by more than one obstacle. Manasco, who has everyone in his pocket, is the 
prime mover to prevent the cargo from getting from the boat to its delivery point, and 
his niece, Juana, adds subtler complications when her attempts to wreck Thorne's efforts 
wake her to love and him to an unfaithfulness similar to Kate's. Working without tugs or 
lighters, fighting storm and lack of equipment, Thorne's near success is foiled when he 
is framed for smuggling but he escapes to lock up Manasco and get his trucks over the 
road and on their way - only to find Manasco is ready to blow them up.... Thorne still 
wins - and more than the fat profit..... Canning's slightly shabby characters do not tar- 
nish their tight adventures. (LC:57-6089) | 


February 28 


Elliott, Charles Putnam 
TRIAL BY FIRE ; $3.75 


An English first novel takes its whips to British policy, liberal and reactio- i 
nary, in foreign lands - here oil production in the desert medievally ruled by a Sheikh 
aware of the conflicts of transition and of the clashes between commerce and government. 
British adviser to the Sheikh is Leslie Grant who terms his liberalism vague and squeamish; 
William Wolfers, general manager for the English oil company, advocates force, strength 
and roughshod treatment for his Arab employees; Elizabeth, Grant's wife, makes the triangle 
when Wolfers' sexual approaches terrify, excite and seduce her; Jassim, son of the Qadhi, 
adds a fourth angle, as the intelligent native, a source of hope to Grant and a flogging 
boy irritant to Wolfers. A strike based on grievances over the observance of Ramadan, 
Wolfers' conquest of Elizabeth reflecting on Grant, and the death of Jassim in the blow out 
of rig #14, climax in the subjugation of the resulting fire, in the ambivalent results to 
Grant and Wolfers in the investigation that comes after. In the "sad little sum of 
frustration", in the balance between the known of the English and the unknown of the Arab, @ 
this maintains a competent, flexible hold on its people, plot and background. (LC:57-558) 
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Lewis, Hilda Putnam 
WIFE TO HENRY V $4.00 


This is Catharine de Valois, of a bad mother, Isabeau, and a mad father, 
Charles, who was only 12 when she set her heart on Henry, on being a queen with a 
double crown, and on becoming as skilled a politician as her mother. From 1413 on, 
France, through the split between the Burgundians and the Armagnacs, through a com- 
bined decision to resist Henry's demands for the vast territories ceded to his great- 
grandfather, through the many negotiations, suffered Henry's determination to make the 
country his own; his victories were used by one, then another, of France's ruling 
parties; Isabeau was imprisoned, escaped and threw her favor to the Burgundians. 
Henry's ravages took famine as his ally as he stood before the many cities he forced 
to fall; treaties multiplied - and still Catharine was a virgin until the marriage 
was a fact - between battles. And her romantic prince by now was a man of arrogance 
and austerity, one who had small time for learning about his wife, who wanted an heir 
and who was disobeyed when Catharine bore their son at Windsor rather than Westminster. 
Henry's death made no provisions for her as regent, and, lonely as a Dowager Queen in 
her early '20's, it was Owen Tudor who, first as her clerk of the wardrcbe and later 
steward, won her love, married her secretly and became the father of her other children. 
Separated from the young king, watching the continued interplay of countries, hating 
the power the Maid of Orleans wielded and dying alone, Catharine knew how little her 
ambitions had rewarded her, how little was the part of which she had dreamed so much. 
A careful following of the years of war, of frustrations and of the change of balance 
with each English-French move and counter-move, this brings the 15th century into a 
close focus, personal and intimate in its period picture, and warm for all its detail. 


(LC: 57-5583) 
Mackenzie, Compton Putnam 
THIN ICE $3.50 


The precarious life of Henry Fortescue, eldest son of a prominent family whose 
political ambitions were always to be jeopardized by his homosexual inclinations, is 
discreetly recorded by his oldest friend- George Gaymer. The discretion is not only 
the author's- but also the product of a period (the turn of the century) when this par- 
ticular deviation was not only stigmatized but submerged in an even unhealthier silence. 
Gaymer, who suspects but does not admit Henry's susceptibility from their days together 
at Oxford, maintains a status not only as friend of the family, but as Henry's watch- 
ful intercessor through the years. And while Henry realizes that he must choose be- 
tween complete self-denial or complete surrender, certain circumstances- the failure 
of his political objectives- the destruction of the family home place- the end of the 
line with the death of his only nephew- all lead to his increasing indiscretion, and 
there are ugly repercussions which the faithful, protective Gaymer silences to avert 
an open charge....- Compton Mackenzie, an always professional raconteur, sustains his 
story on a note of uneasy anticipation- a deceptive but effective device. (LC:56-10237 ) 


Putnam 
ROGUE YATES 3 1S $3.95 


A story of an Australian cattle king, Tony Yates, this has little to recom- 
mend it to American readers, even Western addicts who seem to be able to take anything 
so long as it deals with fast riding, fast shooting and quarrels over ownership of 
boundary lines and water holes. Tony Yates' death was variously reported as “Another 
murky chapter in the bloodstained story of Australian landtaking closed with the death 
of Anthony Yates. This reputed millionaire was one of the last survivors of the set- 
tlers whose deeds remain a perpetual shame to our nation." And "In all my wanderings 
in the Great Outback...no other person has inspired me with so much affection...as the 
simple, courtly old gentleman who had wrung from its soil its hard-earned competence.” 
And "....too good a cattleman to be damned.” Of such contradictions was Tony Yates a 
symbol. Perhaps he did represent a phase of frontier history anywhere, but drawn to 
the life, as here by Tom Ronan, he isn't someone to cotton to. The Australian dialect 
and the crude amorulity and vulgarity of Tony and his cohorts makes this unappetizing 
reading- often almost unintelligible- and for the most part boring. (LC: 57-6736) 


Ronan, Tom 
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March 5 


de Vegh, Elizabeth Random House Yd) : ( 
THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER $2.95 


A first collection of short stories is for the marginal market of this medium; 
it introduces a feminine, flexible talent, and the stories, while perhaps not important, 
are pleasantly styled, perceptively detailed.... A boy tries to compensate for the father 
he has never know as he makes an identification with a still farther fossilized past; a 
middle aged woman, alone in Mexico, foolishly hopes to find a replica of herself in a 
young girl; a mother, displaced by the nurse she has hired, engages in that ageold house- 
hold rivalry; a woman, under the spell of an old cathedral and a foreign guide, returns 
in a hurry to the dull reassurance of her hotel room and her husband; a woman (the title 
story), her children grown and her husband is only absently attentive, faces empty days 
and is haunted by the feeling that she is disappearing when she can no longer find her 
reflection in his eyes; etc., etc. The stories have appeared in periodicals (one might 
assume such as Harper's Bazaar) and they have a certain finish and finesse. (LC:57-6461) 


March 6 


Sandstrom, Flora John Day 
THE MIDWIFE OF PONT CLERY $3.50 


Normandy and the aroused women of Pont Clery give The Trojan Women theme a try 

when the new, young, desirable, chaste and capable midwife, Suzette Quimpernay, turns 

their men's heads. If they refuse their husbands there will be no babies and Suzette 

will realize her services are not needed while the women have a sharp weapon to revenge @} 
themselves on the men. But the plan backfires, for Suzette, in spite of her ostracism, 

meets Le Comte and captures his heart; one woman after another becomes pregnant and is 

ready to capitulate for Suzette's return only to discover that she has now become Mme. 

Le Comtesse...- A pleasant fill in of village and farm characters, local happenings and 

humors, Gallic sharpness and earthy concerns, this has a wily way with it. (LC:57-598) 


March 13 


Perretta, Armando T. Morrow 
TAKE A NUMBER $3.50 


Italian-American life, in Hartford, Conn., from the mid twenties on, is here 
pictured through the Fazzones whose children are subjected to old customs and ways at 
home and the infiltration of new ways, new things and new speech at school. Peppino has 
become the Capo Collettore for the illegal Italian lottery and thereby is entitled to be 
called Don and his influence, opinions, activities are a keystone to the immigrant quarter 
of Eastside. The tenement life is loud, vigorous and ringing with fluid curses; there are 
imbroglios over the Don's matchmaking, battles for prestige, and family upsets but the 
Don's triumphs are modestly smug; Tony reaps and basks in the glory of being his father's 
assistant in collecting the lottery tickets and payments and has more than one rough night 
on his route. There are wholesale riots when Tony is lost and when the local whore di- 
vulges the names of her clients and there are goodly sized upheavals when grandmother 
Maria gives vent to her hatred of cops. And the time comes when racketeers take over the 
lottery, the Don opens a tavern and Tony returns to view his old home before slum demoli- 
tion. The hot-headed clashes, from within and without, the foods and manners imported 
from the old country, and the voluble Latin vitality keep this spiced with good humor, 
good nature - and good feeling. 
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March 14 


Charques, Dorothy Coward-McCann 
THE DARK STRANGER $3.95 


From the Third Crusade which was the setting of Men Like Shadows (1953) this 
moves to 17th century England, Cromwell and Charles, the King versus Parliament, and 
pursues Satan's shadows which envelop Royalist followers. 17 year old Mistress Eliza- 
beth Devize, an orphan whose father had died at Marston Moor, is kept in ignorance of 
her aunt's connections with the Central Royalist Council whose agent, Sir Rafe Gilles, 
is a silent, mysterious visitor to Cherryburn House on the northern marshes. Dame Alys 
maintains her absolute rule in spite of sickness, the plague of the renowned witch 
tester Master Hopkinson, and the growing number of her enemies; Mistress Elizabeth is | 
confronted by the Roundhead Captain, Swallow, of Cromwell's own Regiment of Horse, who, 
with Elizabeth's steward, Hubert, manages to make her safety his concern. When Dame 
Alys and Gilles conduct a witches’ sabbath and their part in a Cavalier conspiracy is 
tracked down, Hubert takes Elizabeth to Worcester but when she hears her aunt is to 
be tried in Newcastle she hurries there and hears her aunt condemned, and is herself 
imprisoned. Dame Alys escapes to die in the marsh and Elizabeth is saved by Swallow, 


with hopes of peace in their time. The story line is stronger here but the concentra- 





tion on the events of the period, the pressures of civil war, and the type of life is 
as marked as in the earlier book, and a solid interest is maintained throughout. 


(LC: 56-11665 ) 


Dickens, Monica Coward-McCann 
THE ANGEL IN THE CORNER $3.75 


A most put-upon heroine, Virginia Harold, rebels against her parents’ divorce, 
her mother's professional competence and her own lack of independence. When her mother 
marries wealthy Spenser Eldredge, an American, her compulsory attachment to Joe Colonna, 
@ young near-hoodlum, leads to marriage and a downgrading of living which never licks 
her. Joe steals Eldredge's wedding gift, makes the gestures of writing a book, goes 
back to being a bookie, to heading into crime - and Virginia stands by, with love, 
understanding and forgiveness. Life gets slummier, a baby is on the way - and Eldredge 
sets them up in a pub; Joe wears prosperity badly and fatherhood less gracefully until 
his drunkenness is thecause of the sick baby's death. Virginia still not turning back 
suffers his bitter rage, is wounded by his hatchet attack and widowed by his suicide, 
and finds her childhood angel again - this time in herself - and her real father she 
had thought lost. Outsoaps the soap operas but its grubby backgrounds have sight, 
smell and feel. (LC: 57-6199) 


March 15 


Thompson, Willa Beacon 

‘ GARDEN WITHOUT FLOWERS $3.50 

In Switzerland to ski, staying alone at a small inn, is Helen Duvier, an Amer- 

ican woman in her thirties, attractive- except to her faithless husband Marcel who in- 
sists on maintaining a nominal status. It is the season of the Fohn, the warm wind 
which ushers in the spring and along with it a strange feeling of uneasiness and des- 
pondency. Sensitive to the seasonal restlessness, Helen finds herself suddenly and 
Strongly attracted to Ruedi, a much younger man who weekends there; she dances with him, 
skiis with him, and then running away from what can only be an impossible involvement, 
has an accident in which her leg is severely fractured. In the weeks which follow in 
the hospital, the only room available has an unhappy history of hopeless cases and over 
and above her injuries which do not heal- she is haunted by “dark visitors" and terri- 
fying dreams. Ruedi comes to see her for a time, but eventually she is alone and 
abandoned in a fantasy world which offers no escape.... A first novel, (unusual for 
the publisher too?) this makes the tremulous most of a vulnerable situation- and the 
audience participation, such as it is, will be feminine. (LC: 57-6525) 
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Housepian, Marjorie Random House © 
HOUSEFUL OF LOVE $3.50 


ee ee ae 


What Jerre Mangione did for the Italian-Americans in his Mount Allegro back in 
1943, Marjorie Housepian has done for the Armenian-Americans in this boisterous, over- 
flowing semi-fictional portrayal of the family of which she is a part. From the ancient 
matriarch, Marta-Mama, clinging to life in order to see again the boy she had raised as 
her own, Levon Dai, prosperous Council Bluffs dry cleaner - to young Melkon, who avidly | 
collected stamps, one feels part and parcel of the family. There's Uncle Pousant who has 
no inhibitions about shouting his feelings to all the world- and nothing but scorn for { 
all other cooks but himself- all other restaurants but his own. There's the sad Kelesh i 
who wants to popularize yogurt with the American public. There's the learned Boghos who 
finally gets his chance to tell people about Armenia- and get paid for it. And there's 
Marjorie herself- growing up "American" but adoring her warm-hearted, colorful, melo- 
dramatic family. The characters have been introduced in short stories and are here 
brought together thinly disguised as "a novel", set in the Armenian section of New York. 
It is fun reading- a relief to share the sense of warmth and friendliness. (LC:57-5386) H 


March 18 


Kentfield, Calvin , McGraw-Hill 
THE ANGEL AND THE SAILOR $3.50 


Here are nine short stories and one novella from the author of the novel The | 
Alchemist's. Voyage (Harcourt, Brace, P. 608, 1956) and three of them again display an A 
acute portrayal of men, and ships and the sea, while five have an autobiographical atmos- 
phere of life along the Mississippi bluffs. The title piece, the novella, is centered _ 
around a changeling child. whose parents, dismayed at the man's voice she uses in her sleep, 
at the messages and drawing no one can catch her doing, leave her with a relative for 
seven years and theni find the eeriness still pursues her. The Iowan boys, their parents 
and friends reflect moments of drama and humor, characters evoked in memory, conversations 
and a growing up and away from their childhood backgrounds. The Round Giant, Mortality 
and Dancer's Cricket with their focus on ship life are dependent on men's talk and situa- 
tions created by the differences among them, while the last story, Innocence Descending, 
follows a young man from Taormina, with many delays and stopovers, to London for a family 
Christmas which is not forthcoming. This collection, which is strong on images and symbols, 
on moods and “talking it up one side and down the other", makes an interesting companion 
piece to his novel and parades a facility for changes in pace and character. From The 
New Yorker. (LC3:57-6399) 


March 20 


Frankeau, Pamela Harper 
THE BRIDGE $3.75 


Within the frame of a dead man's crossing from the bridge of remembrance to the 
gate of the life to come - lies the progress of David Neilson from 1913 to 1956. -He passes 
from the loss of innocence and the gradual assocation of the evil into the good of his 
nature, to the knowledge that nothing is ever undone, canceled out or balanced - once it 
is done. So Neilson, with his memory lost, and with his guardian angel, reviews young 
‘David and his first shirking of the truth; an older David denies his mother a visit because 
he has just fallen in love with American Linda; the David of the war years who turns his 
back on his belief in non-combat; a later David, a popular writer and an easy going drinker 
and gambler, who, in not sticking with the toss of a coin, carries guilt with him when his @ 
daughter is killed in an auto accident in France. Then come the Davids of nearest memory- 
the one who goes along with Linda in her wish to cut off the past and submerges himself 
to her bitter drive in teaching and in attracting young girls, and the last one who does 
not give Linda the help she seeks in trying to find God and who faces her suicide - and his 
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own drunken death. A present day pilgrim, all too weak and fallible and crossed with 
everyman's perplexities, argues his tormented way along a shifting background - Eng- 
@ land, France, California, Connecticut, New York - in the company of his newly met angel 
| and his familiars of yesterday. The gloss of competency here has its contrast in the 
sobriety of the story's considerations and will flatter its readers that they have been 
given pause to think. (LC: 56-11101) 


March 20 


Styles, Showell Vanguard 
| HIS WAS THE FIRE $3.75 


| A historical novel of the life of General Sir John Moore, a man whose even 

| temper and military acumen made him a deeply valued commander during the long years 

| of the Napoleonic wars, is cast in the form of sketches of people who had meaning in 

| his life and to whose lives he in turn gave a much deeper meaning. The first is 

Rifleman Elijah Parker, who as a new soldier with the American Army on the ignoble 

Penobscot Expedition against vastly inferior British forces, deserted his troop when 

: the calm and purposeful actions of the young British Lieutenant Moore invoked Parker's 

first real feelings of loyalty. Though Parker and Moore were not to serve together 

until the distant future, the brief and inspired conversation they have looks to that 

future and sets up a pattern for the next episodes. As a Colonel, Moore meets Thomas 

| Graham, who, on the brink of suicide returns to join Moore in the fighting at Toulon. 

The Egyptian campaign is followed by General Moore's appointment as head of a military 

training school at home where he experimented with new tactics which were to bring ] 
success in Spain, and where he met Lady Hester Stanhope, the only woman in a life so 
dedicated it necessarily meant celibacy, yet who ironically became his best friend. 

® Though the death of the friendly Pitt intervened, Moore eventually got his dream- 

the command of a large army in the field. Death came with it but not failure, for 
his efforts saw the crushing of Napoleonic forces and the crowning of a life of self- 
less endeavour- to free Europe of a stultifying power and to raise military tactics 
to a special degree of brilliancy. Effective. (LC: 57-7679) 


March 27 


Abercrombie, P. B. Vanguard 
VICTOR AND THE VANQUISHED $3.50 


Victor Roffey is a small-time cadger and opportunist, and the vanquished, who 
promise to be the ready victims of his charms and calculations, are four: Sydney Coro- 
nell, his girl; Daniel Braun, a Hungarian exile and a tired old man who shares the 
musty atmosphere of her lodging house; Lady Waterberry, a rich, common and always bored 
woman to whom he has a letter of introduction; and a Mrs. Drax, also a potential ac- 
quaintance, who fortunately has a fair share of acumen as well as money. In the weeks 
which pass, Victor uses Braun's modest talents as a sculptor to create an interest in 
his statuettes with Lady Waterberry and Mrs. Drax, launches a small antiques business 
with Lady Waterberry, and then is summarily ruined. Braun, a sick man, unequal to 
Victor's demands for more and more statuettes, dies alone in a hospital; Lady Water- 
berry whimsically backs out of the business; and Mrs. Drax dismisses him coolly. 

Only Sydney, not fooled but not free of him, offers him a point of return...Whether 
quietly acidulous, as in the case of Victor and Lady Waterberry, or more vulnerable, 
as in the case of old Braun and Sydney, Miss Abercrombie creates her small world of 
shabby characters and circumstances with accuracy and ability but at the inevitable 

r expense of the general reader who will not be attracted. (LC: 57-7676) 
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March 28 


Binns, Archie Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
| THE HEADWATERS $3-95 { 


After a long gap of years (during which he has written juveniles and non-fiction ) 
Archie Binns has turned back again to fiction, with a novel set in the upper reaches of the 
Puget Sound area. The story starts in Honolulu - with two obviously mis-mated couples in 
“juxtaposition. Circumstances - and perhaps the balmy breezes of the tropics- combine to 
throw Tom Wells, whose marriage of convenience to Constance has never emerged into a mature 
and normal relationship, into a heedless, passionate, virtually consciencelessness elope- 
ment with the beautiful young Emily Barton, whose sadistic husband, Wallace, makes only 
futile gestures towards retaining her. They purchase passage- and a remote ideal island 
paradise- from a captain of dubious virtue. They cross stormy seas and make their landfall, 
disembark, and find themselves in a virtual wilderness. This is the story of how they came 
to terms with their environment- and with the lawless situation of their own contriving. 
Things worked out well for them; Wallace Barton conveniently died; Constance piously grant- 
ed Tom a divorce, so that he could make an honest woman of Emily; and their wilderness was 
gradually converted into the promised paradise. All very pat and not too convincing. 
Archie Binns has lost the touch that gave authenticity and vitality to Lightship, many 
years ago. (LC: 57-7566) 

March 28 


Bottome, Phyllis Vanguard 
JANE $3.95 


This book falls into two distant parts - although the sections overlap as the 
story unfolds. Jane, as the story begins, is on a London bus and skillfully covers her 
role as pickpocket and goes back to George, with whom she is living as his twelve year 
old daughter- and who is training her to a life of crime. He feels she is ready for big- 
ger things and takes her on a cat burglary;: Be gets away but she is caught. The next @ 
panel of the tale finds her in a “Remand House" - and for this reader, the section dealing 
with the handling of delinquent girls in the over-crowded conditions of institutions fol- 
lowing World War II is the best of the book. One feels the conflicts, the tensions, the 
errors in handling the girls- and the interrelations of girls and their preceptors, some 
good, some bad. Then Jane, in the process of shifting to another "school" is snatched by 
George - and another period of crime follows, building up to the climax of murder, of ~ 
Jane's horrified return to the safety of institutional life. . At the end, with George's 
death, Jane has accepted her chance of rehabilitation and another way of life. Miss 
Bottome seems more assured in the institutional life picture than when she attempts a 
realistic rendering of the underworld. (LC: 57-7681) 


April 1 


Pym, Barbara ; Vanguard 
LESS THAN ANGELS $3.75 


A short sojourn among London anthropologists in their lighter moments would 
scarcely warrant Pope's further thesis that "the proper study of mankind is man". This 
is ostensibly a comedy of manners; the book offers a large cast of characters whom we meet 
through Catherine Oliphant, who is having an affair with Tom Mallow (at the moment doing 
field work in Africa). The scene is a sherry party celebrating the opening of a new li- 
brary. There are present the powers of the School of Anthropology, and in particular three 
students,- Digby and Mark, who know Catherine, and Deidre, who is to postpone meeting her 
until the return of Tom from Africa to write his thesis. Then Deidre meets him and falls 
in love, and the menage that Catherine and Tom have comfortably reestablished, is broken 
up by Deidre's intrusion. Tom, who seems to treat his women with an all-encompassing love, 
makes no distinction between them - and ultimately bows out, with his death in Africa. 
Peripheral to the triangle romance are the social pretensions of Deidre'’s all too proper 
family and their ex-Colonial service neighbor, whose attitudes throw into relief the sci- 
entifically geared circle. As a study of British tribal mores this has its moments, but 
the satire- if such it is- is hardly successful enough to give purpose to its events. 
Compared with Angus Wilson's Anglo-Saxon Attitudes, for instance, it seems flat and un- 
profitable. (LC: 57-7682) 
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April 3 


Kennaway, James Harper 
TUNES OF GLORY $3.00 


A first novel plays out its small drama of the dissension within the barracks 
of a Highland regiment with authentic assurance (Kennaway was a Cameron Highlander), 
and the old warrior who swaggers and swears his way through the pages here is a figure 
you are unlikely to forget. Jock Sinclair, who had risen from the ranks and achieved 
a fine record as a Battalion Commander during the war, is not quite enough of a gentle- 
man for the town and the county and is now to be succeeded as Colonel by an Eton and 
Oxford man, Barrow. Jock, who likes his men to drink and dance vigorously is quick 
to resent Barrow's refinement of these activities- or any changes in the Battalion he 
considers his. Drinking more heavily, he makes his unsteady rounds from the mess to 
home to his mistress' lodgings and finally to a pub where he strikes a Corporal. As 
the incident becomes known, Barrow is reluctantly forced to launch an enquiry. Ner- 
vously,apologetically explaining this to Jock, trying to convey his own feeling for 
Jock and for the Battalion in which he too takes pride, Barrow fails- and commits 
suicide. And as Jock gives his orders for the unexpectedly elaborate ceremonial 
funeral to "all the tunes of glory"- still another tragedy is presaged.... A market- 
perhaps more a man's market- may be hard to find, but it tells a story of considerable 
strength and the old man will easily command your attention and affection. (LC:56-6151) 


April 4 


Roark, Garland Doubleday _ 
THE CRUEL COCKS $3.95 75 


Wholly unexpected from Garland Roark, this short novel built around cock 
fighting, for his earlier books have been long, full fashioned tales of the sea, of 
derring do with a thin semblance of historical or period backing. Now he gives us an 
impassioned tale of a Cajun lad, son of a shiftless but charming father, and of how 
he became a widely known "cocker" (conditioner of gamecocks) through his loving hand- 
ling of Bailey, the cock picked up for dead from a dungpile. One learns more of the 
facts behind this illegal sport of thousands in the South than one dreamed there was 
to know. Even the arguments pro and con are fully aired, as young David finds his 
conscience given voice in the lovable and wise priest of the bayou area in Louisiana 
where he lives. Jean, his father, is supposedly a shrimper, but any bypath looks 
more appealing to him than a regular job, any gamble is a better gamble than working, 
and David has to be head of the family. That he is only briefly troubled by his 
father's amorality, his inclination to cheat, seems a bit at variance with his own 
high ideals. His chief concern is lest his father marries again- and he will make 
almost any deal to prevent it. But these are peripheral factors; the minutiae of 
cock fighting, the bouts, the major contests, form the chief factors. And it takes 
the gallant death of his beloved Bailey to snap David out of his absorption. Not 
for all tastes. (LC: 57-6712) 

4 
Remarque, Erich Maria bh Harcourt, Brace 
THE BLACK OBELISK $4.50 


This is one Remarque novel that, for my money, could have been interred in 
the German language, unpublished here. I found it not only distasteful but boring. 
The setting is a middle sized German town during the inflation, when quotations on the 
market spiralled from hour to hour, wiping out earnings, savings and fortunes, making 
the operations of business in buying and selling a matter of guessing ahead of the 
next fellow- or going under. Acquisition of the bare necessities became a matter of 
barter. But when it came to tombstones, as in this story of a dealer in monuments, the 
problem of long range agreements was bringing the business to the verge of bankruptcy. 
The employees used their wiles to secure advance payments; to trick their suppliers in 
the wholesale field by offering bribes of various sorts- wine and women especially. 
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It is an unsavory portrait of the little man of Germany under duress - and even more of | 

the “little woman". Salted through the main story is a strange interlude, as Ludwig, © ( 
who tells the story, finds himself falling in love with Isabelle, a gently born girl | 
suffering from schizophrenia, and confined in the mental hospital where he earns some 

free meals by playing the organ at the services. There's a quite extraordinary achieve- 

ment in conveying the way in which a mind off balance functions~ a sensitive, compassion- 

ate handling of a tenuous, lyrical romance. But it never quite blends with the main 

story and is not in itself enough to compensate. 


April 4 
Random House 
THE TRUMPET SHALL SOUND $3.50 


Ten years and more have passed since the author of The Sea and The Jungle and 
Galleons Reach (to name two of many of his books) published a.novel. While the story is 
slight there are undertones and overtones that convey his concern over the blitz of 
England's basic qualities along with her public buildings. The period is that of the 
buzz bombs, and one gets the very special horror of the secret weapon in action, as the 
virtual elimination of a family of the old school is traced in the pages. There was Sir 
Anthony Gale, high up in the ministry of war; his wife, a gentle soul, who carried more 
weight in her family and community than they realized; her brother, a philosopher of 
sorts, Dr. Nick Tregarthen; Lucy, very active in war work; and the only son, Stephen, 
who was repeatedly turned down by the military services as too young - and there was their 
home, White Stacks. Who could believe that it could be leveled with a single bomb? 
Perhaps the one character that will be remembered after the rest of the story is forgotten 
is the sailor McLuckie, whose influence on young Stephen was helping him reach maturity. 
He seems to be-says one of the characters “the Cockney of the legend, as old as sin"; 
certainly a symbolic figure, representing the staunch foundations of the British character. 
Limited in interest-but those who remember the special quality of Tomlinson's writing will 
cherish, in particular, those passages about the ways of a ship at sea. (LC 357-6459 ) 


Tomlinson, H. M. 


April g& | a i 


La Farge, Oliver | Houghton, Mifflin 
A PAUSE IN THE DESERT: Short Stories $3.50 


A unique collection of short stories, sixteen in all, which show the versatili- 
ty, the sense of character and pace, the ability in brief words to paint a picture, to 
etch a character. One comes to such a collection taking for granted Oliver LaFarge's 
sensitive understanding of the Indian of today; one learns too that this perceptivity ex- 
tends itself to the casual tourist, the old timer of the desert, the simple people from 
sturdy American backgrounds. There is humor here- something of pathos- a gift of poetic 
interpretation- a basic liking for people. For the essential flavor of the whole, read 
the title story, La Specialite de M. Duclos, To Walk in the City Streets, The Happy Indian 
Laughter, The Resting Place. (LC:57-6381) 








April 9 


Porter, Graham Macmillan 
THE SMALL WONDER $3 -50 


SN ae = 


Having a first baby- with the Templetons, Phillip and Elaine, may offer a remi- 
niscent form of entertainment for others and this burbles its way pleasantly from the @ 
difficulties of getting pregnant- to the final, full production. Elaine, competing with 
her best friend Maudie, finally (with thermometer and graph paper) refutes a pessimistic 
prognosis and is properly pregnant. Along with the litany of capricious symptoms and 
complaints, there is her choice of the most expensive- and elusive- of obstetricians, the 
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hiring of a nurse, the selection of a name (unfortunately appropriated by Maudie who 
: scoops her- with a premature), the need for a bigger house- and money- lots more money, 
 ) until the happy day- after a long night's vigil.... Possibly for mid-West suburbia's 
young marrieds- a bundle of joy- but not much of an audience to anticipate beyond 
that. (LC: 57-6718) 
April 8 


Trevor, Elleston Macmillan 
GALE FORCE $3.50 


* In a spare and beautifully told story of the mortal agony of a British mer- 
chant vessel, Gale Force reveals something of the immense vitality of Conrad. 200 
miles off Land's End, the Atlantic Whipper carrying a cargo of grain and ten passen- 
gers, flounders under tremendous seas lashed by winds of gale force. On the bridge 
Captain Harkness awaits help and struggles to keep his ship afloat... the ship that his 
wife, back in her seductively warm and neat home, hates with every atom of her being. 
Wearily he thinks of the third officer, charming Pete Costain, who will probably not 
survive to marry the timid young passenger he loves; of the handsome cripple Sennett, 
whose neurotic dependence on his penitent wife may well be brutally ended. Then after 
hours of hopeless waiting, the Spanish ship Angelus labors into sight and passengers 
and crew are taken aboard. In a vigil of terrible loneliness, the captain waits for 
white water to engulf the last dark stump of his vessel before jumping to safety. In 
those dark hours what obsesses him is the conviction that his wife has won her ulti- 
mate victory over the ship.... In its powerful simplicity and well worked out plot 
lines, this book surpasses many contemporary sea epics. The careful balance of inter- 
est between personal dramas and the drama of ship vs sea makes a memorable book. 
(LC: 57-8106) 


@ April 9 


Winnett, Ralph Viking-Reynal 
HURRICANE SEASON $3.95 


A reasonably readable first novel deals with the social stigma and political 
smear directed against an outsider in a small Southern town where speculation is not 
far removed from condemnation. Gregory Kirillin, Russian born, had married (and lost 
in childbirth) Elizabeth Ann Crandall, of a prominent family, and the resentment he 
is to face is largely for having appropriated a southern girl. With Korea, and on 
groundless suspicion, he becomes a "security risk", loses his job on the paper there, 
his closest friend shows little courage, and only Wanda- something of an alien too 
while native born (she has lived an unorthodox life to date)- becomes increasingly 
loyal in the relationship which had been a desultory affair to begin with. Greg tries 
to clear himself, but his attempt to get an inside story on a Russian composer ends in 
a shambles; ready to give up- his sudden clearance and reinstatement is as unpredicted 
as the initial blackball.... The styling is more assured than the story which depends 
on the situation predicated but never develops far beyond it; and the small town here, 
with its recessive and restrictive attitudes, is usually more alive than its innocent 
victim. (LC: 57-8324) 


April 10 


| Macaulay, Rose Farrar, Straus 
: THE TOWERS OF TREBIZOND $3.75 


The first book from Rose Macaulay since Fabled Shore will prove a baffler 
to most readers. One finishes it uncertain whether it is meant to be humorous or 
tragic, philosophical or iconoclastic, or whether it is just a more or less aimless 
meandering adventure of the spirit against the background of a major part of Asia Minor. 
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The characters suggest almost a charade:- there's Laurie, who tells the story, a vague | 
young woman, acting as companion-secretary to her erretic aunt Dot, and finding certain | 
satisfaction with a rather shadowy love affair on the side; there's aunt Dot, who goes - © 
equipped with invincible assurance that everything she wants can be had, and using her | 
camel as transportation; there's an elderly eccentric Anglo-Catholic priest bent on con- 
verting the Turks and various Muslims met en route. Aunt Rose struck me as a very British 
"Lady from Philadelphia", completely convinced of the rightness of her way of life. When 

the Muslims seemed intractable she and her priest slipped across the border into Russia - 

told them a pack of incredible stories- and eventually got out again. There are enter- 

taining bits here and there, but for the most part its the kind of humor that palls- seems 

forced and self-consciously learned; and when the more serious passages are injected they 

seem out of key until the unexpected tragedy at the end gives them meaning. This won't 

be an easy book to place with an American audience. (LC: 57-5921) 


April wv 4 


Moore, Brian Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
THE FEAST OF LUPERCAL $3.50 


* The Lonely Passion of Judith Hearne, which charted the broken hopes of a middle- 
aged spinster, met with an impressive critical reception last year. This second novel, 
which is a repeat performance, transposes only the sex of its central character, but again 
succeeds in developing an authentic tragedy out of the sorry, shabby figure of a man and 
the drab circumstances of his life. Diarmuid Devine is 37 although he is indeterminately 
middle-aged in appearance, a bespectacled master in a boy's school near Belfast where 
Catholicism often lends an undue influence. Introduced to the niece of a jovial, paternal 
colleague, Tim Heron, Devine makes his first, gingerly advances to the girl- Una, secures 
a part for her in a play for the benefit of the Foreign Missions, discounts- although he _ 
does not altogether discredit- the rumor that she has had an affair with a married man in 
Dublin. His awkward devotion to her is embarrassingly returned one night when she comes 
to his room, in a lodging house, and he is unequal to the opportunity she presents. The 
scandal however spreads throughout the school, and after explaining the Feast of Lupercal 
(the feast of expiation) to a class of sniggering boys, Devine is finally enough of a 
man to clear Una in her uncle's eyes. After a harrowing, humilitating scene of s lf- 
abasement, he confesses not only his inexperience but also his impotence.... A substan- 
tially cheerless and occasionally malicious (certainly the whole drab world of Saint 
Michan's school and the precincts of the Catholic church which surround it are scored) 
portrayal, it is much to the novelist's credit that from a stock figure of fun he has 
been able to create an object of infinite pity. This does not mean, however, that he 
will reach the general reader. (LC: 57-7837) 


April 12 


Marshall, Rosamond Appleton-Century-Crofts 
CAPTAIN IRONHAND $3.75 


A new frolic follows along old lines (and neglects most of the curves), returns 
to 1774 when James Challoner, booted out of the Royal Navy, becomes a pirate and takes 
the command of the Royal Acre- while beautiful Lady Artis, whom he had known as Kit McKenna- 
horse trainer's daughter, signs herself on as a potboy. Her sex and her identity revealed, 
Challoner tries to steer clear of her, lands in real trouble when captured by the Moorish 
pirate king who plans to murder the British Royal family using Challoner, and Artis, as 
his decoys. Returned to England, it is Artis who helps to avert the tragedy while Challoner 
proves his courage and is worthy of a new title and Lady Artis.... "A tale out of a Thous- © 
and and One Nights" and you can make believe it never happened or not - as you choose. 
(LC: 57-7418) 
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© Malamud, Bernard Farrar, Straus 
THE ASSISTANT $3.50 


Malamud's earlier book (The Natural- published in 1952 by Harcourt, Brace) 
was a strange and arresting story of a ball player, which in its fantastic invention 
assumed the proportions of the impossible. This second (?) venture is in a wholly 
different field, and reads like a documentary in its portrayal of the marginal exis- 
tence of an immigrant family in a changing economy. For the Bobers things were bad 
and looked to stay that way. Customers were scarce at their dingy grocery delica- 
tessen, while the brightly lighted supermarket flourished and Morris and Ida Bober 
dreamed of selling the little store which had become their prison. Neither they nor 
their children had any luck;- their son had died young, their daughter, Helen, lived 
the death cf her dream of college. Then the dreary routine is interrupted by catas- 
trophe - a holdup, and Morris beaten to unconsciousness. Frank, a young stranger and 
a Gentile- resented by orthodox Ida- offers to help them out, and Morris begins to 
suspect his motives. Was he implicated in the robbery; or is he seeking another theft, 
the theft of Helen's love? Helen gives him books instead of the love he seeks until 
Frank saves her from the man who had been his accomplice. And ultimately- after 
Morris' death, Frank takes the ultimate step and becomes a Jew... Despite its occas- 
sional spark of humanity and its melancholy humor, this is on the whole too grim a 
picture to have wide appeal. (LC: 57-7397) 


PN CRE aE as Atte 


Announcing for April 12 


Flaubert, Gustave ina new Random House 
translation by MADAME BOVARY $3295 
® Steegmuller, Francis 


An authority on Flaubert (witness his editing and translating of The Selected 
Letters in 1954 and his biographical study, Flaubert and Madame Bovary- 1939- both now 
under the Farrar, Straus imprint), Francis Steegmller has retranslated the classic 
story of the provincial woman whose romantic dreams were at odds with the dull routine 
Pia of daily living. Here is a novel that is on virtually every 100 Best Books list, but | 
that most people will confess to not having read. This new translation should bring 
it within accessible reach. 


April # 25 


Kaye, M. M. Messner 
SHADOW OF THE MOON $3.95 

The Indian Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, and the attempt to shed the rule of Eng- 
land- and particularly of the East India Company, is opulently, violently resurrected 
here through the lives of Captain Alex Randall, of that company, and Winter de Bal- 
lasteros Barton. Randall, commissioned to escort Winter from England to India to 
marry his superior- Conway Barton- tries to warn her that the man she has been sent 
to wed is a drunk and a libertine. But Winter, who nurtures notions of India as 
the home of her birth, and Barton as the kindly man she remembers from her childhood, 
disregards him. It is an unendurable marriage indeed, and the land is far from peace- 
able; the dangerous Kishan Prasad is instigating a native uprising and a particular 
plot to kill Alex is overheard and prevented by Winter. Finally after the massacre, 
in which Barton is killed, Winter and Alex and a few others escape to the jungle, 
survive the dangers there and capture later and are at last free- for each other.... 
For the memsahibs- to rent- a turbulent tale on all scores. (LC: 57-5081) 
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April ?? 


Coppel, Alfred Simon & Schuster © 
NIGHT OF FIRE AND SNOW $3.95 





Uninteresting and routine, this follows a youngish writer with writer's block - 
and how he gets rid of it. The block seems to have been caused by various fairly sordid 
events throughout his life starting when he was a small boy and continuing through a 
high school love affair, marriage to a nice rich girl during the war, a long lasting 
liaison with his best friend's wife (now a top Hollywood sex queen) a sister-in-law's 
seduction, etc., etc. This is all pretty unbelievable and cliche-ridden, not only in 
its writing but also in its plot episodes and characters. (LC: 57-5673) 


DUST TO DUST, HIT THE DUST and STAR DUST 


February 18 
Pohl, Frederik Ballantine 
SLAVE SHIP $2 .75-$ 435 


A world engaged in a cold war between all countries and the religious zealots- 
the Caodais- sees many suddenly, and horribly, killed by an unknown force- "The Glotch" 
and brings Lt. Miller to Project Mako, then on a dangerous, almost fatal, crossing to 
the enemy installation where the intentions of their opponents are exonerated and the 
nature of the secret weapon exposed. Esp., animal communications, and other demonstrable 
developments in the world to come amplify but do not coordinate the drama in this first 
full-length forecast by the author. Fair. 


March 13 % 


Fair, Ae A. Morrow 
YOU CAN DIE LAUGHING $2.95 


B. Cool and D. Lam bickering their way through the case of the missing Mrs. Wells- 
whose neighbor's diagnosis of murder is disproved when a very lively housewife turns Homi- 
cide's Sellers’ - and Lam's faces scarlet. Lam learns more of the inheritance involved, 
and the heirs, settles for uranium rather than oil and traps their client into full pay- 
ment for the investigation. Slick sleuthing with reverse English. (LC: 57-6841) 


April 3 


Symons, Julian Harper 
BOGUE'S FORTUNE $2.95 


The many faces of Johnny Bogue become apparent to school teacher Applegate when, 
newly arrived at a most progressive school now operating in Bogue's old home, murder sets 
in and trouble flares up. Bogue's old henchmen, his many gestures towards the town, the 
scandals about him and his questionable loyalty to his country which death doesn't clear - 
have a windup that keeps this romp off the ground. Spring, no doubt. (LC: 57-6155) 


Field, Peter eH 
POWDER VALLEY MANHUNT $2.75 


The three invincibles - Pat, Sam and Ezra - become do-gooders here as they help 
young Rush Catlin get free of the reputation hardcase Bat Yandle hangs on him. Guarding @ 
Galt's cattle, Rush has the boy Sid as a burr under his tail, the girl Ivy. as an ideal 
to achieve, but Bat is adhesive and tricky and Rush is pushed into an owlhoot gang. Pat 
however sticks closer and makes sure Rush gets in the clear. Persistent. (LC: 57-6937) 
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April 4 


Carnac, Carol Doubleday 
THE LATE MISS TRIMMING $2.95 


eeee is the excessively eccentric housekeeper of a very old man, once a prom- 
inent painter, and her usurpation of the household has alienated his only surviving 
daughter and grandson. Her fatal fall arouses the suspicion of the Yard, and since 
there was little of value in the old house- or the estate- they have nothing to work 
with beyond speculation. An attractively skittish young couple assist- and keep the 
investigation pleasantly alert. Incidental entertainment. (LC: 57-6706) 


Oliver, Chad Doubleday 
THE WINDS OF TIME $2.95 


Wes Chase, trout fishing in Colorado, is caught in a storm and trapped in a 
cave by a strange figure from another world- Arvon- one of several stranded after their 
flight to earth in a space ship. As the weeks pass, and confidence and communication 
is established, Wes takes them back to the city where their hopes for return to Lortas 
cannot be fulfilled- no spaceship has yet been invented here- and after the loss of 
his wife- Wes remains with them to take the long sleep until the future offers more..o. 
No brave new worlds to conquer- and not much originality in this one. (LC: 57- 6711) 


REPRINTS _ FOR MARCH 


BANTAM BOOKS 


Each $.25 Each $.35 

Heuman, William - CAPTAIN MCCREA Forrester, C. S.- THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
Marshall, Marguerite M.- NURSE WITH WINGS Matthiessen, Peter-THE YEAR OF THE TEMPEST 
Martin, Robert- THE TOUGH DIE HARD Piersall & Hirshberg- FEAR STRIKES OUT 


Seifert, Elizabeth-DOCTOR WOODWARD'S AMBITION Tarkington, Booth - SEVENTEEN 


($.50) Gilbert, Edwin - NATIVE STONE ($.75) THE NEW FANNIE FARMER BOSTON 
COOKING-SCHOOL COOK BOOK 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Bingham, John - MURDER IS A WITCH Leonard, Elmore- ESCAPE FROM FIVE SHADOWS 
Fair, A. A. - FOOLS DIE ON FRIDAY Lomax, Bliss - SAGEBRUSH BANDIT 
Stone, Hampton - THE MAN WHO HAD TOO MUCH TO LOSE 
Each $.35) 
Garnett, David - THE ASPECTS OF LOVE Quentin, Patrick - A PUZZLE FOR FOOLS 
First Editions 
Each $.25 Each $.35 
Fuller, William - THE GIRL IN THE FRAME Brennan, Louis A. - MORE THAN FLESH 
Thompson, C. P. - UNDER THE BADGE Congdon, Don-Fd. - STORIES FOR THE DEAD 
OF NIGHT 
($.50) Papini, Giovanni - THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
DOUBLEDAY - ANCHOR BOOKS (Each $.95) 
Jaspers, Karl - MAN IN THE MODERN AGE Proust, Marcel- PLEASURES AND DAYS (Ed. & 
Trilling, Lionel-THE MIDDLE OF THE JOURNEY Intro. F. We Dupee) 


Each $1.25 


Dollard, John-CASTE AND CLASS IN A SOUTHERN Drake, Stillman- Trans., Intro. & Notes by 
TOWN DISCOVERIES AND OPINIONS OF GALILEO 
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GROSSET & DUNLAP © 


Berlitz language Books (Fach $2.00) BERLITZ BASIC DICTIONARY- French, German, Itaiian, Spanish 
Lurins “ovels ($1.00) Loring, Emilie - THE SHADOW OF SUSPICION 
THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY (*NAL ORIGINAL) 
Mentor (Each $.50) 


*Dean, Vera M.-THE NATURE OF THE NON-WESTERN WORLD Thomas a Kempis-OF THE IMITATION OF CHRIST 
*Von Hagen, Victor W. - REALM OF THE INCAS (Trans. A. J. McCann) 


Signet (Fach $.25) Signet | 

Dean, Abner - WHAT AM I DOING HERE? #Bester, Alfred-THE STARS MY DESTINATION($.35) 
*Ilton, Paul-THE LAST DAYS OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH Jones, Denys- LOOK NOT UPON ME ($.35) 

Wayne, Joseph- THE RETURN OF THE KID Kantor, MacKinlay- ANDERSONVILLE ($.75) 
*Weil, Jerry- PAINT ON THEIR FACES Willingham Calder- END AS A MAN ($.50) 


POCKET BOORS (Each $.25) 


Brand, -Max - THE GAMBLER Ermine, Will - THE IRON RING 
Chandler, Raymond - THE LITTLE SISTER Farrar,M.- fd. - THE 7th POCKET BOOK OF 
Rayter, Joe - STAB IN THE DARK CROSSWORD PUZZLES 


Cardinal Editions (Each $.3§) © 


Douglas, Lloyd C.-FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES Kennedy, John F. - PROFILES IN COURAGE 
Tracy, Don - CAROLINA CORSAIR 


Cardinal Giant ($.75) Ruark, Robert - SOMETHING OF VALUE 


Permabooks (Each $.25) 


Gold, Herbert - THE WILD LIFE Lanham, Edwin - DEATH IN THE WIND 
Hammett, Dashiell - THE MALTESE FALCON ($.50) Free, Montague - GARDENING 


Pocket Library 


Bunyan, John- THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS ($.35) Defoe, Daniel - ROBINSON CRUSOE ($.50) 
Gardner, Martin- Fd. - GREAT ESSAYS IN SCIENCE ($.35) 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Brand, Max - THE JACKSON TRAIL James, Vincent - ISLAND OF THE PIT 
Cook, Will - SABRINA KANE Kerr, Ben - CLUB 17 
Owen, Dean - LAST-CHANCE RANGE 


Eagle Books (Each $.25) 


Evarts, Hal G. - MAN WITHOUT A GUN Mallet-Joris, Francoise- THE LOVING AND 
THE DARING 


Giants (Each $.35) 
Kauffmann, Stanley - MAN OF THE WORLD Sullivan, Katharine - GIRLS ON PAROLE 


Popular Library Special ($.50) Taylor, Ward - ROLL BACK THE SKY 








